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sion has just commenced. Despile the ditli-
culties that eonfront the Government, I
trust it will not be long before Parliament
will be given an opportunity fo tackle the
problem and that the whole question will
he dealt with finally before the session ends.
I trust that the future will see more con-
sideration extended by the (overnment to
the producers. During the past two and
a half years, there has not been too much
consideration extended to them. .Althourh
some measires have been placed hefore
Parliament, in the interests of the produc-
ers, the (iovernment can well afford to
give further serious eonsideration to the
position of the agricultural industry. Hun-
dreds of settlers have left their properties
during the past vear and many of them
were reallv good men who would have suve-
ceeded had they had a reasonable oppor-
tunity to do so. If land settlement is to
continue in Western Australia, that condi-
tion of affairs will make for difficultics in
the future. Should there he a reviva! of
agricultural activities, it may be found thot
suitable men will be seareer in the future.
I trust that the work of the present session
will be in the best interests of the tax-
pavers as a whole, and that the futnre of
the State will be brighter and more pros-
perous than it has been during the past
few years.

Question put and passed;
adopted.

the .\ddress

BILL—SUFPLY (No. 1} £2,200,000.
Reeeived from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—BUILDERS’ REGISTRATION,
Ads to Reinstatement of Order.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting that the consideration of a
Bill for an Aect relating to the qualification
and registration of builders, to eonstitute
a board in relation thereto, and for other
purposes connected therewith, which lapsed
during last session of Parliament, wmizht be
resumed by the Legislative Council.

Houve adjourned at 6 p.m,

Regislative HBssembly,

Tuesday, Gth August, 193J.
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The SPEAKER took the Chuir at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MOTIONS (2)—CONDOLENCE,

The late Ay, H. A. C. Griffiths, M.L..1.,
the late Mr. .|, E. Piesse, M.L.-l.

THE PREMIER (Hon. 1’. Collier—Boul-
der) [4.32]: Since the House met last ses-
sion we have experienced two sad losses. In
the death of Messrs. Griffiths and Piesse we
have lost two old and valued friends. Mr.
Griiliths rvepresented York from 1914 to
1921 and represented Avon from 1924 until
his death, Mr. Griffiths was a most conseien-
fious, industrious member of this Iouse.
He ulways had the interests of the State
at heart, and I think it will be agreed that
he never spared himself in the service of
the State. Mr. Piesse sueceeded his brother,
Mr. F. H. Piesse, in 1909 as member for
Katanning. He represented Katanning until
1914, was re-elected in 1430, and held the
seat until his death. To thosze of us who
have heen in the House for long, long years,
the name of IPiesse is familiar. Since re-
sponsible Gevernment, in 1890, I think there
has always been a member of the family
either in this House or in another place. The
first member of the family to be elected to
the Parliament of this State, Mr. F, H.
Pie~se, whom I remember so well when T
entered this Heuse as a young man, he then
oceupying a seat on the cross-henches, was
retirned to the first of onr Parliaments in
15M). He was appointed a Minister in 1896,
and temained in Parliament until 1909, Mr,
C. . Piesgze, familiarly and popularly
known as Charlie Miesse, was a member of
another ploce for many vears. He was

and
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elected in 1894 and held the seat until 1914
Then we had Mr. A. XN. Picsse, who repre-
senfed Toodvay in this House from 1911
till 1924, and at present we have in Parlia-
ment Mr, Harold Piesse, a representative of
one of the Great Southern Provinces in an-
other place. Our late friend carried on the
tradition of the Piesse family, and a very
great tradition it is, because those of us whe
know something of the Great Southern por-
tions of the State are aware how much the
development and progress of that part has
bern due to the energy, activity, optimism
and courage of the Piesse family. So our
late friend carrvied on the tradition, and I
am surve that the work the Piesse family
have'done in the public life of the State will
not be forgotter. Our late friend was a lov-
able eharacter; he had no chnemies in the
world; ke was quiet and amiable, always
striving to do his best for the people he rep-
resented and for the people of the State.
Nevertheless, he could be tenacions in fight-
ing for what he helieved to be right. With
very great regret we have to record his
passing. I move—

That this MHouse desires to pluce upon
record its profound sense of the loss sus-
tained in the passing of the late Mr. Harry
Albert Craven Griffiths, a member of this
House at the time of his death, and that an
expression of the sincerest sympathy of
members  be  conveyved to  his  widow and
family by Mr. Speaker.

And that this House desires to place upon
record its profound sense of the loss sus-
taincd in the passing of the late Mr. Arnold
Edmund Piesse, & member of this House ut
the time of his death, and that an expres-
gion of the siucerest svmpathy of members he
conveyed to his widow and family by A,
Speaker.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (lrwin-Moore)
[4.37]: It is my melancholy duty to second
the motions moved by the Leader of the
House, expressing the sympathy of members
in the death of the member for Avon and the
member for Katanning. The Grim Keaper
has laid a heavy hand on parliamentarians
during recent yecars, and a particularly
heavy one during recent months. By the
loss of the members with whose relatives
we are expressing sympathy to-day, this
Parliament has been deprived of the ser-
vices of two energetic and enthustastic mem-
bhers. It was my privileze to know the late
member for Avon for a quarter of a cen-
tury, and intimately during the last 10 vears
since I have heen a member of this House,

and 1 can truthfully say I have never known
any parliamentarian who devoted himself so
whole-heartedly to his work and the inter-
ests of hiz electorate as did the late Mr.
Griffiths. Morning, noon and night, in
season and out of season, on Sundays as well
as on week days and holidays, all the vear
round, his energics were devoted fo assist-
ing in some way or other some elector ov
some body of electors. Tn view of the fact
that most of the people he represented in
Parliament were agriculturists, it follows
that agriculturists throunghout the length
and breadth of the State, whose interests
were identical with those of his electors,
have profited more or less as the resuit of
his undonbted energy. In my opinion he
set an example of indusiry to all of us, one
that we might emulate. It should be some
consolation to his widow and family in their
distress to realise that the husband and
father retained tn a marked degree the re-
spect and esteen of those amongst whom he
laboured for so long. T should also like to
endorse the remarks which have fallen from
the Premier regarding my old friend Mr.
Piesse. The tragic suddenness of his death
cast a gloom over all of us. As the Premier
said, Mr. Piesse was of a lovable disposition.
He never did an wnkind action and never
uttered an unkind word. His was a gentle
nature. The Premier has remarked that no
fewer than five members of the Piesse fam-
ilv have served the ¢ountry in a parliament-
arv eapacity.  The late Mr. A. E. Piesse
did his duty in that respect, as alse did his
hrothers and his nephew. But there were
other activities of his ontside the parhahent-
arv sphere extending over a lifetime. T re-
fer to the commereial and agricultural realm,
particularly in the Great Southern arveas,
where he did so much. Those are the dis-
tricts where he will not he {forgotten. He
was respeeted and loved by everybody from
one ¢nd to the other of the Great Southern
distriets. This was due te his unfailing
energv and eourtesy, and the kindness with
which he treated evervbody with whom he
came into contact. T join with the Leader
of the House and other members in this ex-
pression of svmpathy with those left to
mowrn the loss of two useful citizens.

HON, N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [4.41];
On hehalf of members occupying the cross-
benches, I desire to express full eoncurrence
with all that has been said hy the Leader
of the House and by the Acting Leader of
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the Upposition regarding the loss of our
two members. We desire to eonvey our sym-
pathy with the relatives, and you, MMr
Speaker, may truthfully sav that all of us
feel the regret so ably voiced by the Pre-
mier,

Question passed: members standing.

LEGISLATURE, CONSTITUTIONAL
POWERS.

Reply of Secretary of Stale for the
Dominions.
AMr. SPEAKER: I desire to advise the
House of the receipt of the following letter
from the Premier dated the 8th July, 1935:

With further refercnce to the proposal that
certain gquestions in dispute between the two
Houses of Legislature in Western Australia
should be referred to the Judicial Committec
of the Privy Council for decision, I now have
the honour to advise you that the following
reply has been reccived by His Excellency
the Licut.-Governor from the Seeretary of
State for the Dominions:—

1 have the honour to acknewledge the
receipt of your despateh No. 3 of the 9th
January regarding the proposal that cer-
tain questions in disputc between the two
Houses of Legislature of Western Aus-
tralia should be referred to the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Couneil for de-
cision.

I am advised that, provided that both
Houses of the Legislature were prepared
to coneur in the reference, and to arrange
for their case to be argned before the
Judicial Committee when the referemee
was heard, and provided that it were
clear that the matters in dispute involve
constitutional and legal issues and not
political issues, the questions at issue
would appear to be such as could be made
the subject of a special reference to the
Judicial Committee under Section 4 of
the Judicial Committee Act, 1833.

Further aection on your despatch s
being deferred pending information on
the points mentioned in the preceding
paragraph.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE GAOL
COSTS.

Mr. SLEEMAXN asked the Minister for
Agriculture: What is the cost per head for
food and clothes only for the inmates of the
Fremantle Gaol?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: Cost per head per annum for food
for the inmates of the Fremantle prison,
£8 6s. 10d.: cost per head per annum for
clothing, £4 4s. 7d. The ahove figures are
for the financial vear just closed.

QUESTIONS (2)—FREMANTLE
BRIDGES.

Trafic Bridge.

Mr. SLEEMAXN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What amount has heen expended
on the traffic bridge at Fremantle during the
last eight vears? 2, What amount was ex-
pended on the traffic bridge at Fremantle
during the year 1934-357%

The MINISTER TOR WATER SUP-
PLIES (for the Minister for Works) re-
plied: 1, £8,948. 2, £1,775.

Ruilwcey Bridge.

Alr, BLEEMAXN asked the MMinister for
Railwavs: 1, What amount has heen ex-
pended on the railway hridge at Fremantle
siuce its reconstruction after the washaway?
2, What amount was expended on the rail-
way bridge at Fremantle during the vear
1934-357

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
phed: 1, From 1st July, 192§, to 30th June,
1935, £6.571. 2, £1,025,

QUESTION—GOLDMINING INDUSTRY,
Cost of Ballo!.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN asked the Pre-
mier: What was the total expenditure {in-
cluding officiuls’ salaties and travelling ex-
penses, printing, stationery, ete, and the
amount charged for use of Government
motor car) in connection with the hallot
taken on the 30th March, 1935, to decido
whether a 43-hour week. or an 88-hour roit-
night of 48 hours and 40 hours in alternate
weeks, should operate in the goldmining in-
dustry ?

The PREMIER replied: £398 9s. Sd.

QUESTION—FRUIT FLY,

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agrieulture: 1, Is the Fruit Fly Advisory
Board still funetioning? 2, What is being
done to prevent a recwrrence of fruit fly?
3, Is he aware that the fly has made its ap-
pearance as far south as the Porongorups,
which are within the Great Southern apple-
growing area, thus indicating that it is he-
coming acclimatised to the colder conditions
of the sonth? 4, Does e intend to re-intro-
duce the Bill passed by the Assembly lasi
session to wake the registration of fruit
trees mandatory?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2, In addition to the per-
manent inspectors atiached to the depart-
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ment, a number of honorary inspectors have
heen appointed, and it is hoped that the
combined efforts of permanent inspectors,
honorary inspectors, and fruitgrowers will
bring the pest under control. 3, Yes; the in-
fection, however, was very slight, confined
to a few summer fruits in an orchard at-
tached to a guest house, and theve is practi-
eally little likelihood of a recurrence. 4
This is heing considered.

QUESTION—SECESSION DELEGATION,
' COSTS.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN asked the Pre-
mier: 1, What is the total expenditure in-
curred to date by the State Treasury for
the Secession Delegation? 2, What amounts,
if any, have been paid under the following
headings, and to what persons: (a) travel-
ling allowances; (b) salary or other allow-
ances; (e} professional fees; (d) hospital-
ity? 3, What is his c¢stimate of the total
cost of the delegation hy the time the mis-
sion is concluded?

The PREMIER replied: The reply is in
the nature of a return, as follows:—
1, £5,234 0s. 104. 2, (a) H. K. Watson, £1,022
4s.; J. MacCallum Smith, £1,022 4s.; (b)
H. K. Watson (remuneration), £1,709 10s.;
(¢) Senior Counsel—J. H. Morgan, K.C,,
£495; Junior Counsel—P. E. Springman,
£110; J. E. Rose, £62 175.; G. E. F. Teb-
butt, £27 6s.; tetal £695 IJs.; (d) nil. 3,
Expenditure is believed to be complete.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion by the PREMIER, ordered:
That the House, unless otherwise ordered,
shall meet for the despateh of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at
430 pm. and shall sit wntil 615 pm. if
necessary, and, if requisite, from 7.30 pan.
onwards.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the PREMIER, ordered:
That on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Govern-
ment business shall take precedence of all
motions and Ovders of the Day.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,200,000.
Standing Orders Suspension,
THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—~Boul-
der) [5.5]: T move—
That so much of the Standing Orders bhe
suspended as is nccessary to enable resolu-

tions from the Couwmittees of Supply and of
Ways and Means to be reported and adopted
on the same day on which they shall have
passed those Committees, and also the passing
of a Suppiy Bill through all its stages in enc
day, and to enable the business aferesaid to
be entered upon and dealt with before the
Address-in-reply is adopted.

Question put and passed.

Message.
Messuge from the Lieutenant-Governor
received and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill

In Commilice of Supply.
The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Supply, Mr, Sleeman in the Chair,

THE PREMIER (Hon. P.
Boulder) [5.6]: I move—

That there Le granted to His Majesty on
account of the service of the year ending the
30th June, 1936, a swum not execeeding
£2,200,000,
This is the usual Supply Bill that is intra-
duced at the beginning of each session of
Parliament, and it is intended to eover
supply from the commencement of the fin-
aneial year until such time as the Estimates
may be bronght down. The supply requested
covers g period of three months, and that
is in conformity with what has been the
practice in past years. We require author-
ity from Parliament to expend the money
that it is neeessary to disburse during those
months. I do not think there is any neces-
sity for mae to elaborate in explaining how
the money is to be expended, hecause the
motion merely contemplates what is always
provided at the opening of & new session
of Parliament. We reguest supply for three
months because we do not desire to intro-
duee another Supply Bill within a few
weeks from now.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and
adopted.

Collier—

the report

Commiitee of Ways and Means,

The House having resolved into Com-
mitiee of Ways and Means, Mr. Sleeman in
the Chair,

The PREMIER: I move—

That towards making good the Supply
granted to Fliz Majesty for the scrvices of
the year ending the 30th June, 1936, a sum
not exeeeding £1,300,000 he granted out of
Consolidated Revenue, £600,000 from the
General Loan Fund, and £300,000 from the
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Puoblic Accounts for the purpose of temperary
advances to be made by the Treasurer.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and fthe Teport

adopted.

Bill Introduced, ete.

In accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill hmroduced, passed throngh all
stages, and transmitted to the Couneil.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
On motion by Mr. North, leave of absence
for two weeks granted to Mr. J. MacCallum
Smith( North Perth) on the ground of
urgent public bhusiness.

BILL—BUILDERS' REGISTRATION.

As to Reinstatement of Order.

On motion by 3Mr. Moeloney, ordered:
That a message be sent to the Legislative
Couneil to the follewing effect:—*The
Legislative Assembly requests that the con-
sideration of a Bill for an Aet relafing
to the qualitication and registration of
builders, to constitute a hoard in relation
thereto, and for other purposes connected
therewith, which lapsed during the last ses-
sion of Parliament, may be resumed hy
the Legislative Couneil.”’

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Second Duy.

Debate vesumed from the 1st Augusk.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON {lrwin-Moore)
[5.15]: I regret that the Leader of the Op-
position is not here this atternoon to resume
the debate on the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-reply to the Speech with
which His Excellency the Lieutenant-Gover-
not was pleased to open this, the fourth
session of the fifteenth Parlinment of West-
ern Australia.  Nevertheless T vejoice that
the hon. member has had opportunity to he
present at the celebration of the Silver
Jubilee of the Corenation of His Majesty
the King, The hon. member doubtless will
have had many opportunities to meet promi-
nent statesmen from all gquarters of the
Empire, including the Homeland iiself, and
discnssing with them problems of vital im-
portanee to this State. I feel sure the in-
formation he will have gained as the resnlt

of his trip will be of immense value to him
in the important functions of State whiel,
I antiripate, in the ordinary course of events
he will he ealled upon to discharge early
next vear. Not only as the representative
of the State branch of the Empire Parlia-
mentary Assovintion, but as one occupying
the important position of Leader of Elis
Majesty's Opposition in this Parliament, he
will have heen assured of a cordial welcome
in Londen. Such a gathering as he has
altended at the heart of the Empire is
unique, marking as it does the completion
of a quarter of a century's reign of the
most respected, the best loved, the most
popuiar aml probably one of the greatest
kings of the greatest Empire the world has
ever known. During that 25 years the Em-
pire has made greater progress in all forms
of activily that tend te the wellbeing of the
people, in agricuiture, in inventions of all
sorts, in the arts and sciences, in radio,
transport by land, sea and air—in every
form we can think of, and to a greater
extent than has ever been achieved during
a sumilar period by any other ecountry.
Whilst many of us might be inclined to
envy the Leader of the Opposition the ex-
perience he has had, so leng as it is made
available for the use of the State, we shall
atl benefit thereby. I hope he will shorlly
return invigorated to take part in what
promises to he a strenuous and important
session of Parliament. I should like to ex-
press the pleasare I feel—and in this I am
sture 1 shall be expressing the sentiments of
every Parlinmentarian—at sceing the Leader
of the House once more taking his place,
apparently fully restored to his previous
robust vigour after the lengthy holiday anc
sen trip he was able to take towards the end
of Jast year, We missed him from this
House last session, and T desire fo express
the hope that he will long be spared to pur-
ticipate in the deliberations of this Puriia-
ment with, I shonld add, oceasional lengthx
perinds on this side of the Chamber. [
desire to congratulate my friend, the Minis-
ter for Agriculture, on his elevation to nin-
isterial office. It is not given to every Par-
linmentarian to he promoted to Cabinet
rank after serving but two short years as a
private member. I am certain the Minister
for Agriculture will find the work of his de-
partment congenial to him, and I can only
hope that his efforts will he fraught with
considerable advantage to those thousanls
of agriculturists who, to an extent, have
their welfare fostered by the department. I
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am glad that at long last the Labour Party
has been able to place its hands on a man
to take charge of the important Department
of Agriculture, 2 man who has an agricul-
tural mind and outlook, and I hope the
agriculturists of the State will benefit as a
result. 1 also wish fo offer my congratula-
tions to the new members for Avon and for
South Fremantle upon their election to this
House. I am sure they will find here ample
scope for their abilities and energies in serv-
ing the interests of their electors. May I
also express my profound regret at the sud-
den and serious illness that has overtaken
the Minisler for Works. 1 sincerely hope he
will be speedily vestored to health and be
able to take his place in this House once
more. The Governor’s Speech, like all Gov-
ernor's Speeches, is not notable for the in-
formation it eontains; as a matter of fact, I
think the Speech on this.oceasion was rather
more  stereotyped than usual. Te
certainly gave us a short recital of some
governmental activities sandwiched in be-
tween the usual statisties, and it also con-
tained a forecast of some legislation we
shall be called upon to consider during the
session. The Speech referred to the pro-
duetion of wheat, meat, wool, timber, fruit
and gold for the year 193135, It is re-
grettable that our wheat produetion was
so low during that period, but I ventore to
say that anless wheat produetion is going
to he made more atiractive and more pro-
fitable it will go even lower still. T do
noi wish to enlarge upon that at the
noment, because I propose to diseuss it
later on. It is gratifying to know that the
numbers of our sheep have increased until
to-day they eonstitute a record; but what
is more gratifying is that the record pro-
duetion in wool means that we are praduc-
ing sheep of greater wool-carrying capacity
than we had heretofore. During recent
years the average increase has been from 5
Ibs. to 8 1bs. The eredit for that is due to
the owners of the sheep, but I cannot help
thinking that the sheep and wool adviser
aitached to the Department of Agriculture
has had a greai deal to do with it. That
officer has been in close connection, not so
much with the big pastoralists as with the
small sheep farmers, and has given them
excellent advice as to the use of better
sires and the bestowing of greater eare ard
attention on the flocks. Generally that offi-
cer has given the farmers such valuable in-
formation that they have heen able largely

to transfer from exelusive wheat growers
to being wheat and sheep men. In couse-
quence the increased production of wool
per head of sheep during recent years hes
been very marked. It is unforiunate that
our wool prices last year were s¢ low as
Lo be considerably below the cost of pro-
ducing the wool. However, this year there
is promise of an improvement, and I trast
it will be maintained. Ausiralia oceupies
an enviable position in point of sheep and
wool, in that while possessing 25 per cent.
of the sheep in the world, she produces 3+
per cent. of the wool value of the world.
I regret the season has opened so inauspici-
ously in the agricultural and pastoral areus.
In practieally every distriet of the State
the rainfall has heen mueh below the aver-
age and although the prospects in cerfain
portions of the State, partieularly the Great
Southern areas, are good, I am certain we
shall need a very wet September and a
very late season throughout the wheat hell
to give us anything in the nature of a nor-
mal erop. The same thing is going to apply
to our wool returns from those distriets.
I am afraid the wool production next year
will not inerease in the same ratio as it
has achieved during the last year or {wo,
but I hope the season will finish better
than it has commenced and that Western
Australia’s reputation for a reliable rain-
tall will not be upset. I was glad to netc
in the Governor’s Speech that Parliament
will be called upon this session to deal
with some important matters, as for instance
the Electoral Aet, the Aborigines, Rural
Rehabilitation and Industrial Arbitration, I
regret o note that there is no mention of
any legislation that would deal with the
organised marketing of our primary pro-
duets. The question of the organised mar-
keting of those commodities has oecupied
the minds of thoughtful men, not only in
this State, not only in Australia, hut
throughout the world, for some time past.
And it bas been made imperative by the
intense nationalism of se many countries
during recent years, prohably a legacy from
the war, but it is of vital importance to
the primmary producers of Australia and to
the overseas export trade, by means of
which we pay our way. And it is of greater
importance to this State than to the other
States of Australia, becanse our export
trade is destined to inerease at much
greater ratio than is that of the Eastern
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States, due to the fact that their stage
of development is much Farther advaneed
than is ours. This is particularly so in
regard to meat. bast yvear we exported from
this State 147,000 Jambs, whiech was a re-
cord for us, What is mere important stiil
is that the quality of our lambs was
amongst the very best that found its way
to the British market. And, moreover,
147,000 lambs is nothing to what we can
do when we get right down to the develop-
ment of this industry, as we assuredly will on
account of the continned low price of cereals.
What we need is a measure of control and
organised marketing for all primary pro-
ducts in which the people engzaged in their
production desire to be brought within the
scope of the legislation. It would be »
calamity if anyv constitutional difficulties
were to come in the way of the further ex-
tension of the heneficial legislation that fo-
day applies to dried fruits, dairy products
and one or two other things in different
parts of Austraiia. , Whilst T would be
averse to conceding any further powers to
the Commonwealth, I feel it would be neces-
sary af any price to preserve the benefits
we have received, and that have been de-
rived from this type of legislation. It would
he ruinous, so far as these and some
other products are concerned, if we were
compelled to return to the chaotie state of
affairs that would exist if we went haci
to the ordinary marketing syvstem as we
knew it in the days gone by. What we wont
is a general Bill to provide for an Act o
give the producers a controlling voice in the
marketing of the vesnlts of their vear’s lah-
our.

Mr. Nulsen: Would vou inelude waol?

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: T would ineluds
every commodity that the producers of (hai
commodity wished brought under its pro-
visions. 1If, say, a 66 per cent. majority o¥
the producers of wool desired to be brought
within its provisions, I would not he one
to deprive them of that privilege.

The Minister for Taand=: We had a com-
prehensive measure along Gueensland lines
in 1923, but vour party defeated it.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: T am nnt pre-
pared to eontradiet the Minister, hut T be.
lieve, as usual, he iz wrong.

The Premier: Usnaliy he is right.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSOX: I understand
the Bill pas~ed this House, but was defeuated
in another place.

Mr. Thorn: [t was not sufficient!ly eors-
prehensive.

Hon. P, D. FERGUSON: Since last ses-
sion we have had hy-clections in the South
Fremantle and Avon electorates. The re-
sults make an interesiing study, altheugh I
suppose they will not bring anything but a
small crumb of comfort to the oceupants
of the Treasury bench. TPolitical parties are
apt to look at by-elections as a politieal
barometer indieating the feelings of the
people towards the party in power. This
applies particularly to elections that are
within a1 measurable distance of general elec-
tions. Some very interesting lessous can be
drawn from the results of the South Fre-
mantle and Avon by-elections. Let me
take the South Fremantle clectorate first.
Mr. MeCalium’s majority of 3,911 in 1933
was reduced to a majority of 738 this vear.

The Premier: You will not get much eom-
fort from those figures.

Mr. Wansbrough: What was the percent-
age of votes cast?

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: In case some
members opposite may find an exense for the
fizures, I will put the matter in another way.
In 1933 Mr. MeCallum secured 78 per cent.
of the total votes polled, whereas the pre-
sent member secured only 59 per cent. at
the by-election this year,

Mr. Cross: You would have got even less
than thal.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : The hon. mem-
ber wonld have lost his deposit. This 15 a
tremendous drop in the figures, especially
as the electorate has been for many vears
regarded as a safe Lahour seat. Tt may be
said that the ex-member for South Fremantle
was a popular personality in the district,
and that he polled more than anvone else
would have done on that account. That,
however, would not be the reason for the
large decrease in the Labour majority that
was polled quite recently. In any case, it
was not very complimentary to the member
for South Fremantle, who is also a popular
resident of the port, and has been working
amongst the clectors for many vears. Tt
indieates a waning confidence in the present
Governtuent on the part of South Fremantle.

The Minister for Justice: When he got
fo thai percentage he knoeked off; he did
not want any more.

The Premier: You will require
hopes than that.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : T will now turn
to the Avon electorate, where one of the

oreater
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most popular, and one of the most hard-
working mun in the electorate, the late Mr.
Griffiths, sccured o majority of only 68 over
his Labour opponent. That small majority
wis, however, increased in 1935 to 351 by
a man who had never previously eontested
the seat, although he may have bheen weil
known in the loeality.

The Premier: Whom do you mean?

Houn. P. D. FERGUSON: The preseni
member for Avon.

The Premier: Was he strongly supported
by the P.P.AL?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: All endorsed
Country Party candidates ave sirongly sup-
ported hy the P.P.A. The one endorsed
Labour eandidate was also strenuously sup-
ported by the Labour Mimstry. This result
was achieved in spite of the faet that the
endorsed Labour eandidate was a local resi-
dent of long standing, a farmer, and a man
who has done cxcellent serviece in the elec-
torate for many vears, and is probably as
well and favourably known as any other
vesident in the electorate.

The Premier: The influence of the P.P.A.
was too strong for ums there.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: I will put it in
another way. The Labour majority in
South Fremantle dropped to one-fifth of its
former percentage, and the Cowntry Party
majority in the Avon election increased by
500 per vent.—all in {wo years.

The Premier: Wonderful! What are the
figures for the previons election? They do
not suit you.

The Minister for Water Supplies:
have net mentioned Carnarvon yet.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The results of
those two clections clearly indicate the feel-
ings of the people towards the present Gov-
ernment. I venture to say that the same
result would be achieved in any electorate
that was asked to express a similar opinion.
One need not be surprised at that, hecause
the Government have lamentably failed to
carry out the trust imposed wpon them by
the people in 1933. At the last general
election the question of unemplovment
loomed largely in the minds of the electors,
The solution of that problem was the prin-
eipnl argument advanced by members of the
present Government and Labour candidates
generally as a means of working their way
to the Treasury bhench. Thousands of clec-
tors thought it possible that their jobhs
might be in jeopardy if the depression eon-
tinued for an indefinite term. They there-

You

fore fell hefore the specious arguments ad-
vanced by the Premier and his colleagues,
and hy Labour candidates generally.

The Premier: What ahout vour state-
ments at the previous election?

Hon. P. . FERGUSOXN: These truths
are unpalatable to the Premier, but he must
take his gruel.

The Premier: I will take it all rvight.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: A great show
was made by Labour candidates of the pro-
mise that a full-time Minister for Ewj:loy
ment would be appointed if a Labour Gov-
ernment were returned to office. When he
took office the present Minister for Employ-
ment was allotted that portfolio. Notwiih-
standing lis many absences from the Siue.
and remembering also that the Depnty Lve-
mier, Mr. Mc¢Calluim, was absent from his
office for long periods attending Premiers’
conferences in the Kastern Stateg, owing to
the vegrettable illness of the Premier him-
gelf, we find

The Premier: He did not attend one Pre-
miers’ conference during the time I was ill.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The Beputy
Premier attended more than one conference.

The Premier: Not during that period.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: He attsnced
several conferences in the Eastern Siales
doving the Premier’s illness.

The Premier: You are wrong.

Hon. P. . FERGUSOX: If they wuare
not Premiers’ eonferences they were Minis-
terial conferences of some sort.

The Premier: Not one.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSOX: On numerous
occagions the present Minster for Works
was given charge of the Publie Works Lie-
partment hecause the Minister himself was
unable to attend his office. He was ¢na-
pelled to take on the work of the Premier’:
Department because of the absence of the
Premier through illness.

The Premier: That is an absolute mis-
statement of fact.

Hon, P. D. FERGUSOX: I will prove
to the Premier that he is wrong.

The Premier: You ought to get somewhere
near the truth.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Notwithstand-
ing that the full-time Minister for Employ-
ment could be transferred to the Public
Works Department during the absenee of
the Minister for Works—the Premier will
not deny that statement—we find that he
also had time to attend to the unemployment
side of his work, although the Public Works
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Department is one of the most inportant in
the service,

The Minister for Water Supplies: An-
other Minister took on that job.

Hon. P, D. FERGUSOX: This clearly in-
dicates there was no real necessity for em-
ploving a full-time Minister for Employ-
ment.

The Premier: Why do you not try to get
your faets right?

Hou. I’. 1. FERGUSON: T will prove
how absolutely unnecessary it was for a full-
time Minister for Employment to be ap-
puinted. The present Minister has now been
appointed Minister for Works, Minister tor
Employment, Minister for Labour, Minister
for Child Welfare, Minister for Industrial
Development, and Minister for Australian
Labour Unity. There never was any justi-
fication [or the employment of a full-time
Minister for Employment. The present
Minister could have done the job just as
well as the previous Minister did it.

Mz, Wilson: He did not do too well.

The Minister for Justice: The present
Minister did immensurably better.

The Premier: Those are poor old grounds.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : Members of the
present Ministry and theiv supporters have
compared the achievements of the present
Government with the work of the MMit-
chell Administration. The terms of the
Collier and the Mitehell Governments were
entirely dissimilar, The Mitchell Govern-
ment had little or no mouey with which to
carry on. Their loan funds had been cur-
tailed, and their revenue was restricted. In
the early days of the term of that Govern-
ment, unemployment in industry inereased
considerably. It was nccessary for them
to bring in rigid administrative economy.
This all tended to make the Government of
the day unpopular, On top of that we had
the extravagant promises of members of
the present Ministry concerning what they
would d¢ to relieve unemployment.

The Premier: There were no extravagant

promises.
Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: No wonder the
Mitehell Government hecame unpopular.

They were defeated because everything was
against them. I will prove that statement.
The Premier: Do not forget your own
extravagant promises.
Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: I have never
made any promises in my life.

The Premier: The Governmment of which
vou were a member did so,

Hon. B. D. FERGUSOXN: The member
for Brownhill-Ivanhoe, in moving the motion
fer the adoption of the Address-in-Reply,
made a speech that was 2 model of modera-
tion and thoughtfulness. If was, however,
impaired by a clumsy jugglng of the hg-
ures relative to finance and unemployment.
He made an attempt to justify his Govern-
ment, and he lauded their achievements to
the skies. The hion. member really did not
do himself justice. e omitted to menlion
that the revenue received by the present
CGovernment was intinitely greater than that
received by the Mitehell Government. He
nlso omitted to say that had the previous
Government received revenue to the extent
received by the Governmnent now in office,
the deficit would have been reduced aecord-
ingly.

The Premier: Surely vou know that in-
creased revenue means inereased expendi-
ture!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: T will give the
Premier the figures. ILet him not be in
sueh a darned hurry. This is what the
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe said—

But wheu we :ld the deficits and the loar

cxpenditure of the previous Administration,
#nd add the deficits, actual and estimated,
and the ].mm expenditure of the present Ad-
ministration together, and then subtract one
from the other, se find that the present Gov-
venment had money available te them to the
extent of only £144,000 more than the pre-
vigus Government.
And the way he arrived at that was by add-
ing the lean expenditure to the deficit. He
forgot all about the fact that the Govern-
ment had a million a year more in
revenue than the previous Government re-
ceived, The figures are not as the hon.
member stated.

The Premier: You do not understand fis-
ures; you kmow nothing about them.

Mr. Fo C. L. Smith: T was speaking of
inan  expenditure.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSOX: The hon. mem-
ber interjeets that he was speaking of loan
expenditure. He was speaking of money
which the two Governments had to spend.
He never mentioned loan expenditure; he
gaid that the pre=ent Government had money
available to the extent of only £144,000
more than the previeus Government.
Let us see what the actual figures are.
According to the present Government anid
their supporters, something wonderful has
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been achieved in the relief of unemploy-
ment. But what has actually been done
is not as wonderful as would appear on the
surface. 1f the Government have done some-
thing to relieve unemployment, it is becanse
they had ample funds with which to do
so. It is surprising that they did not do
a jolly sight more than they have actually
done. I have some figures relating to aver-
age annual expenditure from loan and rev-
enue accounts for the perieds during which
the present Government were in power,
192:4.30 and 1933-35, and the period during
which the Mifchell Government were in
power, 1930-33. Those figures will entirely
disprove the present Government’s elaim
that they have achieved sowething. I do
not sef myself up as an adept at figures,
but I intend to put before members just
plain unvarnished faets which were not
given by the member for Brown Hill-Tvan-
hoe last week.

The Premier: A statement of figures you
do not understand.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The figures I
intend to quote were supplied by the Trea-
sury to the Government Statistician ancd
issued' by that officer in the Financial State-
ment.

The Premier: But you do nof know how
to read them.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON ; If there is any-
thing wrong in those figures, I shall not be
expected to aceept responsibility. The fig-
ures diselose the true position regarding
moneys available for expenditure. With
the exception of a few special grants from
the Commonwealth and which, as far as
I am aware, ave not shown, the only money
the Government of the day can have avail-
able is that provided from loan aceonnt
and revenue account, plus any defieit that
may exigt. The first period to which {
intend to refer is the six-yvear term, 192
30, when the present (overnment were in
power. The average annual expenditure
from loan aceonnt for that period was
£4,173,000, and the average annual expen-
diture from revenue account, plus deficit,
was £9,560,000, or a total average annual
expenditure, including loan, revenue and
deficits, of £13,739,000. Now let us take
the three-year period of the Mitchell Ad-
ministration, 1930-33. The average annual
expenditure from loan account was £1,786,-
€00, and the average annual expenditure
from revenue account, plus deficits, was

£9,632,000, or a total of £11,418,000. Now
let us take the two years 1933-35 of the
present Labour administration, and in this
connection, while T have the actual figures
of the average aunual expepditure from
loan aeccount for 1933-34, T am com-
pelled ite take the Treasurer’s esti-
mate for the year 1934-35, because
the figures of the actual expenditure
have not vet been published. The ac-
tual expenditure during 1933-34 and the
Treasurer's estimate for 1934-35 taken to-
gother give an average anunal expenditure
From loan account of £2,903,000, and from
revenue account, including deficits, £3,353,-
000, or a total average annual expenditure,
including loan, revenue, and defieits, of
£12,288,000. T should like to mention that I
have omitted the odd hundreds merely for
the sake of convenience.

The Premier: Where did vou get those
figures?

Hon., . D. FERGUSON: Almost entively
from the Financial Statement.

The Premier: Not enfirely,

Hon. P. D. PERGUSON: 1 have just told
the Premier that T was forced to take his
estimate of the expenditure from loan ae-
count for the vear 1934-33, hecause the fig-
urez were not available. In the period of
the Mitchell administration, 1930-33, we find
that the average annual expenditure was
£2,321,000 less than that for the 1924-30
period, and £870,000 less than the expendi-
ture for 1933-35 period.

Mr, Cross interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
~Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: If hon. mem-
bers would only allow me to proeeed, T could
make better progress. T ask members not
to interject, hecause the figures I am quot-
ing will not convey anything if T am sub-
Jeeted to a fusilade of interjections, In ad-
dition to the average of £870,000 per annum
which has heen expended by the present
{iovermment over and aboave the average of
the Jitchell Goveriument, they have alsa ve-
ceived from the IFederal Government dur-
ing the year 1934-35 £125,000 for country
water supplies, £100,000 for the encourage-
ment of reforestation, and £60,000 for
assistance to mining. It all goes to show
that the present Government have heen
specially favoured.

The Premier: What nonsense vou are tatk-

—
mg! ,



{6 Avdust, 1835.3 3

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: The Govern-
meng also received during 1933-35 an
average of £77,000 per annum more in re-
speet of road grants than was received
in the period 1930-23. In the latter term
the average receipts were £366,000, whilst
mm the 1933-35 period the figure was
£453,000.

The Premier: No one had any eonfidence
in your Government,

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: And there is
very little confidenre in vours, The £77,000
over and above the other figures I have
quoted elearly indicates that the present
Governient have had a great deal more than
the £114,000 per annum veferred to by the
member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe. As a mat-
ter of fact, the average annual expenditure
for 1933-33 exceeds the average annual
expenditure in the period 1930-33 by
no less a sum than £1,090,000. There

is a vast difference between that to-
tal and the £144,000 stated by the
member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe. The

fizures I have quoted cannot he controverted.

The Premier: You cannct get away with
that balderdash.

Hon. . . FERGUSOX : The hon. gentle-
man cannot fool all the people all the time;
it is no use the Premier trying to bluff his
way through in that manner. I have proved
definitely that the statement made by the
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe is incorrect,
and I have shown what the aetual position
is. 'The hon. member omitted to mention an
important item of revenue, and what is more
now, the denials by the Premier will not get
hini anvwhere.

The Premier: Won't they? T will zive you
the truth.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSOXN: The £1,090,000
per annum would be suflicient to previde
full-time employment at the basie wage for
5,900 men.

The Minister for Agriculture: You omit-
ted to add the amount of £1,300,000 given
by the Commonwealth to assist wheat-
Erowers.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The facetious-
ness of the hon. member will not get him
anywhere.

The Premier:
out.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The electors
have a habit of doing that periodically, and
I have no doubi at the next elections history

Anyway, they kicked yon

will repeat itself. Bui 1 hope the Premier
will allow me to proceed. 1 want to see that
the improvement in the employment position
for which the Government takes credit is
general throughout Austrajia. But this im-
provement is not confined to Western Au-
tralin; it is general, and has heen brought
about by increased loan expenditure and, as
Ear as Western Ausiralia is concerned, hy
the greatly increased activity in our mining
areas. It is fortunate that the auriferous
helt of Western Australia has again come
to the assistance of the State at a time when
we needed it most, and I hope sincerely that
it will continue. It is not any miraculous
act of the present Government that has
brought about the improvement in the un-
cmployment position.

The Premier: Had our policy of provid-
ing tor 2,000 men un prospecting nothing
to do with if?

My, Patriek: You increased the price of
gold, too!

The Premier: We made the induskry.

The Minister for Lands: You did not make
if.

AMr, Moloney: Who helped Wiluna?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The Governor’s
Speech included (e following paragraph :—

T am glad to be able to note a continued
improvement in employment. At the end of
June last year there were 11,175 persons
either receiving suwstenance or Government
relief work as against 9,173 for June of this
yvear. The faef that over 2,000 persons have
thus been absorbed in industry in 12 months
is a gratifying indication of a trend towards

a solution of the present unemployment
problem,

T am pleased that His Excellency gave those
figures, because I now have information
that was not previously in my possession,
They are more up-to-date than any figures
T eould obtain, It is not easy to get figures
dealing with the unemployment position. We
can only use those fizures published by the
Press periodieally when somebody in auth-
ority, such as the Premier, the Minister for
Works, or the Minister for Employment
makes them available. I have some fizures
I wish fo give to the House, because thev
really indicate that the improvement in the
nnemployment position starfed long before
the present Government assumed office.

Mr. Moloney: That is a good one!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: If the mem-
ber for Subiaco is open to be convinced,
these fizures will convinee him. They are
not my figures; they have been quoted from
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time to time by the Minister for Employ-
ment, and, as I have mentioned, the latest
fignres are given in the Governor’s Speech.
The number of men on sustenance and re-
lief work in July, 1932, was 14,013. 1 de
not know whether any member wishes to
deny the accuracy of that total. In April,
1933, when the change of Government took
place, the number of men on sustenance and
relief work was 13,400 showing a drop of
2,615 in the last nine months of the Mit-
chell Government’s term of office. In Ocio-
ber, 1934, or 18 months after the present
Government fook control, there were 10,197
men on sustenanee and relief work, show-
ing a drop of 3,203 in 18 months. In June,
1935—these ave the figures contained in the
Speech—the number of men on sustenance
und relief work was 9,173, a drop of 1,024
in ihe last nine months. Those fizures prove
clearly that the drop was greater during
the last nine months of the Mitchell Govern-
ment’s administration than it has been sinee.
Yet members of the Labour Party go inte
the country and declare that they are the
ones who have solved the unemployed prob-
lem. It has heen mighty difficult for me
to get comparative figures at certain dates,
but the figures I have quoted have been
given to the public. The drop in unemploy-
ment during the last nine months of the
Mitehell Administration was 2,615, and the
drop in the last nine months of the Collier
Administration has been 1,024. The drop
was 155 per cent. more in the last nine
months of the Mitchell Government’s term
than in the last nine months of the present
Government’s term.

Mr. Moloney: Where did you get the
figures?

Hon. P. ). FERGUSOXN : They have heen
given from time to time hy the Minister for
Enployment.

The Fremier: But they are not eompar-
able. It is a black fellow’s comparison.

Hon, P, D. FERGUSON: All around the
Chamber T was met with contradietions, and
now that I have given the figures, the P*re-
mier says they are not comparable. Every
supporter of the Labonr Government goes
out into the counlry and makes compari-
sons of the position during the Mitchell Gfov-
ernment’s term of office and the present
Government’s term of office. The fact re-
mains fhat the position started to improve
hefore the present Government took office,
notwithstanding that the Mitehell Govern-

ment lad over £1,000,600 less noney to
spend.

The Prenter: You set the train?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Yes,
months hefore we left office.

The Premier: You latd the foundations?

Hon. P. Ir. FERGUSON: Yes. Unfor-
tunately the present Govermment seem to be
mainly eoncerned to provide jobs for metro-
politan trade unionists, and are not vitally
concerned  whether the work to which
they are putting men is justified or not. It
is of no nse giving men cmployment, just
to enable the Government te say that they
have partially solved the unemployment
problem, if the work is of no value to the
State. I should like to give un instance that
has eome under my notice. I know of an
abandoned Agricultural Bank farm on whien
a susienance man was placed as caretaker.
The man had a wife and three children, and
I understand he was in receipt of 33s. a
week. I am not complaining ahout that; it
is only right that the assets of the Siate—-
and several thousand pounds worth are re-
presented on that farm—should be main-
tained. That cavetaker should have been
given the job of poisoning the vermin on the
property. Ie eould casily have done it; he
knew how to do it, and he had ample time in
which to do it. Suoch an areangement would
not suit the present Government. That is
not their way of solving the unemployment
problem.

The Minister for Lands: Who is the man?

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: The Govern-
ment sent a man from Perth to poison the
rabbits on that farm.

The Minister for Lands: Who is the man?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: They paid his
fare from Perth, but the man had never seen
a potson eart in his life and had never
mixed a poison hait in his life, Although he
had spent some time in the OQld Country
trapping rvabbits on Lord Somehody’s pro-
perty, he had never been into the country of
Western Australia and he knew nothing at
all abont the job.

The Premier: Did the Government deal
with that individual or did officers of ihe
Government handle the whole matter? It is
ridienlous to put on the Government re-
sponsibility for some individual going here
and there to poison rabhits,

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: The sustenance
man on the farm c¢ould easily have done the
Job. Such a policy, however, does not suit the
Government. They issue instructions; good.

nine
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unionists of the metropolitan area have to
he found johs, and fhey are sent all over the
country fo do such jobhs, and the work is
not worth while because the value they re-
turn is not theve.

The Minister for Lands: Give the name
of the farmer.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I will not give
the name.

The Premier: Who were the JMinisters
who dealt with the matter? Ministers have
something to do other than to deal with in-
dividuals poisoning rabbits.

Hon, P. . FERGUSON: I am pleased
that the figures T submitted have so exeited
the Government that they ave unable calmly
to contemplate the position. It is not un-
uzual for a man to make a row when facts
are quoted that hurt him.

Miss Holman: You have heen making a
hig row.

The Premier: About one man sent to
poison a rabhit. Such a big question!

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: Some years
ago Parliament enacled legislation provid-
ing for the settlement of industrial disputes
by avhitration. This type of legislation has
always been regavded as the pet of the Lab-
our Party. Under that legislation a court
was sef up to deal with industrial disputes,
the court consisting of a President, a ra-
presentative of the employers and a repre-
sentative of the employees. Lahowr Minis-
ters and Lahour members generally on vari-
ous occasions have proclaimed from the
housetops their policy that all eonditions of
employment should he fixed by the Avbitra-
iion Court. During the course of the great-

est crisis in the State’s history, the
Parliament of the country, the high-
est tribunal in the land, deemecd it
necessary in the interests ‘of the

State to make certain wage and salary de-
ductions. Reduetions were made in every
State of the Cominonwealth. TIn this State
the proposals were strongly opposed by
members of the present Government when
sitting in Opposition. They prociaimed as
their poliev that all such matters should be
adjusted by the fribunal that had heen set
up under arhitration legislation. Mr. Me-
Callum, the strong man of the Labour
Party at the time, speaking on the second
reading of the Financial Emergency Bill in
1931 said—

This Bill is a definite attack on the Arbi-

tration Court. Tt is the first time in this
country that any attempt has been made de-

liherately to undermine the authority of that
tribunal, Up to now political parties have
held that the fixation of wages hus been
a  regponsibility of the court.  Members
opposite, especially those representing metro-
politan  constitueucies, at the last geunceral
clection said that wages would not be inter-
fered with by members of Parliament, but
would be left to the jurisdietion of the court.
That is the stand that was taken at the con-
ference, Despite that, the Government of
this State bring down a Bill to attack the
very basis of the court's auwthority. It can
no  longer he  argued  that  the deciding
anthority for the fixation of wages will be
the Arbitration Court. ,
T should like members to note that last sen-
tenee purticularly.

Are we in Parliament in a position in-

telligently te decide what the basic wage
shonld be, what the standurd of living should
be? We have not the information, and wu
have not the facilities or the power to make
the investigation, We ¢lothe the conrt with
that power; we pive it the facilities and the
authority. This Bill strikes at the funda-
mentals of the whole positign. The Govern-
ment say, ‘‘No lenger shall that tribunal
have a sav in the matter, but Parliament
shall have the authority to fix wages.’’
It was during the greatest crisis in the
State’s history  that Parliament, which is
kigher than the Arbitration Court and higher
than any other body in the land, decided to
impose the reductions.

Sitting suspended from G.I5 1o 7.30 p..

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: Generally I
agree thar the terus and conditions of em-
ploxment should be left to the Arbitration
Court. They always have bheen so left, ex-
vept in the ense of the difficult finaneial
emergeney that came upon us suddenty a
few vears ago, and then thex were altered
only by Parliament, the highest tribunal in
the land. And 1 venture to sav they would
not have been interfered with by Parliament
had it not been that this State and the other
Stutes in Austvalia were passing through so
grave a crisis that thexy did not know what
the future held for them. XNow lot us see
what the present Government have done to
make the arbiiration luws in this country
inoperafive.  Hecently the A.W.U. on the
coldfields appealed to the Arbitration Conrt
for eertain alterations in the award under
which the mining industry was carried on.
The court considered the case and delivered
judgment. TIneidentally, they granted most
of the requests of the union, but that is
not materinl. Amongst other things, the
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eourt decided that the employers should have
the option of working alternatively a 10-48
hour week—88 hours per fortnight—instead
of 41 hours weckly. The union was dissatis-
fied with the award in that rvespect and the
result was a strike.  Unfortunately, Min-
insters of the Crown aided and abetted the
miners in that strike. I hate strikes at any
time, but I hate them all the more when ve-
sponsible Ministers of the Crawn actually
take part in them, or assist those taking
part in them. Notwithstanding that Min-
isters are sworn to nphold the Inw, we find
that the head of the Government and some
of his senior Ministers went np to the gold-
fields and assisted the skrikers in the illegal
attitude they adopted.

Mr. J. H, Smith: Did that actually take
place?
Hon. . . FERGUSON: They held the

cun at the head of the mining companies
and foreed them to accept the decision of

a ballot in reference to the hours to he
worked. I should like here to vead the fol-

lowing paragraph from the annual report
of the president of the Chambher of Mines
in regard to this matter. He said—

In 1934 the Australian Workers” Union ap-
plicd to the State Court of Arbitration for a
new award to govern the gold mining indus.
try, Iate in Deeccmber the award was de-
livered, fixing the minimum wage at 135s. 3d.
per shift. This mcant that the lowest paid
underground worker received, with all allow-
ances, 16s. 8d, per shift—a rise of 1s. 10d. per
shift above the previous award. The surface
hours were reduced from 48 to 44 per week.
TUaderground hours remained unchanged at 44
per week, but the companies were given the
right to work 48 hours one week and 40 hours
the next week. All members of the Chamber
of Mines exercised this right, but the AW, U,
refused to observe the award in this prineiple
and adopted the illegal method of a strike.
The strike lasted for a period of six wecks,
causing a loss of wages to the men of over
£200,000, a loss of production hy the mines
of over £500,000, besides very heavy averhead
and nmm’rcmnee expend:tmc This deplor-
able loss to all concerned could have heen
avoided if the A W.U. had adopted the con-
atitutionnl method of approaching the Arbi.
teation Court. The men resumed work on the
40-48 hour fortnight on the understanding
that a ballot would be taken of members of
the AW.U. only, within six weeks as to
whether the 44-hour weck or the 88-hour fort-
night should he worked. The subsequent
hallot resulted in a large majority voting for
the working of 44 hours cach week. All mine
workers are in n position to know that the
Saturday short shift of four hours is very un-
economiczl, especially on large mines. The
alternate 40-48 hour week would do away
with this costly shift, hesides giving to cach

worker a lony week-end off every fortnight,
which wonid he of congiderable benefit to tht.
workers—both physically and socially. Despite
this knowledge, the workers, backed up by
their union, took the law into their own
hands and refused to accept the terms of the
award, The alternate-hiours svstem did not
eall wpon the worker for sacrifice in cither
money ot time. [n faet, the award increased
wiges on the surface 8s. and underground
Ils. per week. By the exercise of foree, the
workers were able to defy the law, and the
cmployers were compelled to increase their
working costs.

Mr. Moloney: Where is that to he found?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: That is an ex-
tract from the annual report of the presi-
dent of the Chamber of Mines and was pub-
lished in the *West Australian™ of the 15th
May, 1945, [ want also to vead the follow-
extract from a letter from the Chamber of
Mines to the Premier, which was published
in the “West Australian” of the 18th Feb-
rnary last:—

Referring to the mauy interviews which
have taken place during the dispute between
the sub-committee of vour Cnhivet and the
special committee of the Chamber of Mines,
T am directed to say following to-day’s LOI]-
ference that as you have repentedly refused
to agree to any modification whatey er of the
terms of scttlement passed at the massed
meeting of the members of the A W.T, on
Saturday last, and have not taken any action
to enforee the provisions of the Tndustrial
Arbitration Act against the strikers, and
have further expressed the determination of
your Government to assist by all means in
its power the enforeement of the union’s re-
solve to stand for a 44-hour week, it is im-
possible for the memhers of the Chamber of
Mines to continue negotiations, and have
heen instrueted to advise you that—

(a) Owing te the attitude of the Govern-
ment in its support of the AW.U,
mining branch in the present dis-
pute it has hecome impossible for
the Chamber of Mines to adhere to
the stand taken by it on the question
‘of the 40-48 hour fortnight and to
maintain its rights under the recent
award.

(1} The Chamber therefore is forced to
aceept the terms cmbodied in the
resolution passed by the mass mect-
ing of the A.W.U. held at Boulder
on Saturday, the 9th inst.

() The Chamber's decision is due to the
Government having accepted full
responsibility for its action in com-
petling  the Chamber to take the
course outlined in paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this letter.

Euhject to your aceeptance of the foregoing,
the members of the Chamber of Mines pro-
pose under protest to re-open the mines on
the terms abeove mentioned and which vyou
assure us have the Government's endorse-
ment,
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S0 we have ihe spectacle of the Premier,
the Minister for Mines and the Minister for
Lands goiug up to Kalgoorlie and, at the he-
hest of the all-powerful Miners’ Union, 2
union that eleets goldfields memhers to Par-
liainent and makes and unmakes Ministries
—we find that the very men sworn to up-
hoid the law of the Jand assisted the strikers
to break it.

Mr, Sleeman: YWe would have had them
gaoled under your Government.

Hon, P. D. FERGUSOXN: Most law-
breakers are gaoled. The only goldfields
member of Parliament game to fiell the
miners the true position, had an unfortunate
experience in a subgequent selection bal-
lot held up there. We ave told by the presi-
dent of the Chamber of Mines that the re-
suli of the strike was a less in wages of
£200,000 and in gold production of £500,000,
That is a tremendous loss for the State. In
my opinion the action of the Govermment
amounfed to the greatest travesty of the
arbitration laws ever perpetrated in Aus-
tralia, Tt seems to me the Government are
deserving of the greatest censure of Par-
liament and the people of the State for the
attitude they took in that case. In an en-
deavour to repair in some degree the dam-
age done to the State bv the (lavernment
support of the strikers, the Govermment de-
cided fto send to the Old Coantry the Min-
ister for Mines in order that he might in
some way conciliate the British investors.

The Premier: Do not sayv that. We did
not =end him with that objeet.

ITon, P. D, FERGUSOX: That was the
main object of his visif.

The Premier: Oh no.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Yes, to endea-
vour to induce further British capital to
be invested here.

The Premier: Be fair,

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: British capital
is proverbially shy, and the last thing re-
quired to frighten it awav was this atti-
tude of the Government in supporting the
strikers on the ooldficlds.

The Premier: You do not know
much about recent history.

Hon, P. D, FERGUSOXN: Yes, T know too
much about it for the Premier. While the
Premier and his ecolleagues were howing
the knee to the all-powerful AW.T. on the
goldtields there were a few sunstenance
workers in another porfion of the Siate
who were hurr-picking for a living. T want

very

to eontrast the action of the Government
in their treatment of the miners—who re-
tarn most of the Ministers to Patrliament
—and their atfitude towards those susten-
anee workers in the South-West. At the
hehest of the AW.U. on the goldfields, the
Government strained every nerve to bring
about the defeat of a legitimate order of
the Arbitration Court, whereas in respeet
of the sustenance workers the Minister for
Works refused to see them, or to see their
representatives to diseuss their problems
with them, uniil the men had veturned {o
work. I am not blaming the Minister for
Works, for this has been his attitude all
along, and if the Minister is anything,
he is consistent.  All throngh the piecs,
whenever there has been a sirike any-
where, he, like the President of the Ar-
bitration Court, has insisted on the men
returning to work before he would hear
their case. If it was right for the Gov-
ernnent to adopt that attitude towards the
sustenance workers, why was it not right
for them to take the same attitude fowards
the illegal strikers on the goldfields? The
Guvernment’s action on the one hand, when
dealing with a strong union, and their atti-
tude towards a few helpless sustenance
workers on the other, do not redound to
the credit of the Government. Even the
union which the sustenance workers formed
for their own protection was debarred, was
not palatable to Ministers and to Trades
Hall, and so it was declared black, and
the sustenance workers had to retwrn to
work. But the significant result of this
ministerial intervention in the miners’ strike
is the present trouble amongst the foundry
workers at Kalgoorlie They, helieving that
the Government would go to their assist-
ance as they had gone to the assistance of
the miners. went on strike. The President
of the Arbitvation Court ordered a com-
pulsory conference, but paturally that was
abortive becanse the men were relying on
Government influence to help them secura
their demands. At the conelusion of the
conference Mr. President Dwyer said that
three questions, namely, pavment of the in-
dustry allowance, away-from-home expenses
and pavment for shift work had been
referred to the court for its decision.
He  emphasised, however, that the
court would not proceed to make
an award until work had heen resumed.
That is the position which should have oh-
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tained in the trouble amongst fhe miners,
whom the Government aided and abetted.
After weeks of idleness, during which I pre-
sime the guilty consecience of the Govern-
ment did not give them mnch rest, they in-
voked the aid of the Disputes Comumiitee of
the A.LP. in the endeavour to settle the
foundry strike. Evidently the Government
were not able to do it themselves, and the
Arbitration Court was unable to do it. So
that they wonld not appear in the picture
the Government induced the isputez Com-
niittee of the A.L.P. to intervene, That com-
mittee visited Kalgoorlic and advised the
men to return to work, and submit their case
to the court. We are told thaf the commit-
tee emphasised the fact that the policy of
the Government, as well as of the party, was
that all disputes shonld he settled by arhitra-
tion. This showed a somewhat vepentant
attitude on the part of the Govertment, one
that is only natural, and has heen hrought
about hy the fact that Parliament was
shortly abouf to meet, and that the general
clections were to be leld next yvear. But why
was this not hvought into opevation earlier,
and why were not attempts made to pug
things right when the Government had the
opportunity te do so? The spineless action
of the Government on the oceazion of these
two strikes has earned for them the distrust
of every sclf-respecting section of the com-
munity. It represents another nail in the
political cotfin of the Government.

The Premier: T wiil have something fo say
about the spineless actions of the Govern-
ment ot which you were a member, actions
taken under similar circumstanees.  You
won't get away with that story,

Hon, P. ). FERGUSON : During the last
sexston of Parliament we passed a Dairy
Produets Marketing Organisation Bill. That
was calenlated to he of waferinl benefit to
those engaged in the hutter fat section of
the dairving industry, just as the Metropoli-
tan Whole Milk Aet has lbieen of consider-
able henefit to whele milk producers. The Act
provides for the appointment of a hoavd (o
carry out its provisions, Section 8 provides
that the hoard shall consist of =ix membhers
appointed by the Government, and of tho
members =0 appointed two shall he nomin-
ated by the producers other than producers
who are manufacturers. No manufacturer
shall he a producer’s representative or shall
be concerned in the appointment of the pro-

ducers' representatives in any way. Parlia-
ment intended that those two members should
he genuine representatives of producers. The
Primary Prodncers’ Association, which is
the only recognised organisation of butter
fat producers in the State—its membership
comprises hundreds of butter fat producers
—were entitled to nominate the preducers’
representative on the first hoard, pending
arrangements for the election of the board.
They were invited by the ex-Minister for
Agrienlture to nominate the producers’ re-
presentative. The Minister also invited the
executive of the South-West Conference to
nominate the producers’ representative. TIn
my opinion he was quite wrong in that,

Mp. J. H. Smith: Whom did the Primary
I'voducers recommend?  Messrs, Pickering
and Davies were never producers.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I eare not
whether the preducers nominated lawyers,
parsons, doctors or politicians.  They were
catitled to nominate their representatives.
It does not matter whom fhey nominated.
They could have nominated the member for
Nelson {Mr. J. H. Smith). The P.?.A. is the
only organised hody of butter fat producers
in the conntry. It has built up a large dairy-
ing seciion. Let us see of whom the South-
West conference consists. It consists mainly
of loral governing hodies, road hoavds, ver-
min hoards, agrieultural societies, progress
nssocintions, race clubs and other similar
bodies.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Every section of the
primary producing community in the South-
West.

Hon, P. T FERGUSON: Whether farnt-
ing or not?

Myr. J. H. Smith: Yes.

Hon P. 1. FERGUSON : Not only farm-
ing! The Act provides that only butter fat
producers shall be entitled to nominate pro-
ducers’ representatives on the board. Many
of the hodics constituting the South-West
Conference may he made up of mannfae-
turers or their representatives. The Act
states that no manufacturer can he cou-
eerned in the clection of the producers’
representatives.  Members of road heavds,
vermin hoards, agricultural socicties and so
on are not necessarily producers. They
may be storekeepers or other types of busi-
ness men,  There are many butter factories
in the South-West, and the proprietors and
managers of those establishments are promi-
nent wen in the community. They take an
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active part in the public life of the district,
and it is possible they may exercise con-
siderable influence upon the econference.
Such people are debarred from heing pro-
ducer’s representatives on the board. That
was Parliament’s intention, and it should
have been carried out by the Minister. Let
us see who comprises the cxecutive of the
South-West Conference, which the Minister
invited to nominate producers’ representa-
tives. One is Mr. S. J. Roberts, a
stovekeeper, another is Mr. G. 1. Clark, a
land agent and a brother of the manager of
the largest co-operative factory in the State;
and another is Mr. St. Barbe More, an Agri-
enltural Bank inspector. There are some
farmers upon the exccutive as well.  That
15 the hody which the ex-Minister for Agri-
culture invited to nominate the producers’
representatives. As a fact, they nominated
one of their own number, and the JMinister
appointed him. He turned down the nom-
inee of the producers, and appointed at least
onc representative nominated by the South-
West Conference execntive, which consisted
of one storekeeper, one land agent, one bank
inspector, and some favmers. Is that a fair
thing to the butter fat producers?

The Minister for Water Supplies: Whom
did they nominate?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: I do not cave
if thevy nominated the Minisier himself.

The Minister for Water Supplies: Could
they not nominate storekeepers or land
agenis?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSQOXN: There is no-
thing to prevent a land agent from neling
on the hoard, hut there is something to pre-
vent land agents from nominating a pri-
mary produeers’ rvepresentative on  the
board. How does this action of the Minister
snuare with that plank of the Labour Parix’s
plattorm which provides for the mainten-
ance and encouragement of all pools so that
the primary industries may be able to mar-
kel their produets without interference from
middlemen?  The Minister goes to the
middiemen and invites them to nominate
producers’ representatives to handle the pro-
ducers’ commodities. Is this plank of the
Labour platform merely a hollow sham and
a mockery? Ts it intended only to tickle the
cars of producers at election time, and then
to bhe broken whenever the Government have
the opportuniix to do so?

The Mini<ter for Water Supplies: The
primary producers are well behind me. I
made the elosest inguiries. They did not
want either Mr. Davies or Mr. Pickering.

Mr. J. H. Smith: They were not pro-
ducers.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: I do not care
anxthing about the personnel of the nom-
inges, The Ael provides that they shall be
appointed in a eertain way, as Parliament
intended. The JMinister went behind Par-
liament and appoeinted them in a manner
contrary to the Act.

The Ministey for Water Supplies: I said
they should be producers.

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: The Act does
not sax so.

The Minister for Water Supplies: You do
not nndevstund the Aet.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSOXN: I do.

The Minister for Water Supplies: It savs
fproducers.”

Hon. P. . FERGTUSOXN: It does not.

The Minister for Water Supplies: Then
read it out.

The Premier: That’s it. Read it out.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: The Act says
the members of the board shall be appointed
by the Government, and that two shall he
nomtinated by the producers, other than pro-
ducers who are manufacturers within this
State, whether incorporated or not,

The Minister for Justice: They must all
e producers to he in it

Hon. P, Do FERGUSON: XNot at all.
Some were land agents and storekecpers.

The Minister for Justice: They eounld re-
present the prodneers.

Hon, P. ). FERGUSON : If the Minister
wanted to control the Wyndham Meat
Worls, would he go to the W.A. Torf Club
and ask them to nominate members, merely
because some pastoralists are members of
that club? Tt is all farcical and a contra-
vention of the iet.

The Minister for Justice: Tt does not say
producers’ organisers.

The Minister for Water Supplies: Tt doos
not =ay the representative shall be uan
arehitect. You are on a weak wicket. The
South-West dairy producers ave well behind
us.

Hon. P. D). FERGUSOX: The action of
the Minister has met with the disapproval
of butter fat producers throuchout the
Tength and breadth of the South-West. Quite
recently the nurses brought a case before
the Arbitration Court and thev asked a
politician to appear for them. Why did
they not ask a nurse to do so?

The Premier: There is ne analogy, Poli-
tictanz have been subjeet to the serviees
of nurses during their lifetime.



10 [ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. . D. FERGUSON: I wish now to
refer to the Agrienltural Baunk, During
the recess the ex-member for South Fre-
mantle, Mr. MeCallum, transferred his aeti-
vities from Parliament to the Agrienltural
Bank. He was a prominent member
of this House for many years, and
was one of the ablest debaters and
shrewdest tacticians in  the Chamber,
He and his fellow commissioners have
undertaken a pretty hig job, and I am nat
sure that they are going to make a huge
success of it.  During recent years there
has been a lot of eriticism concerning the
conduet of the bank under the control of
Messrs. MecLarty, Moran and Maley. If
those gentlemen could not make & suceess
of it, I doubt whether the present com-
missioners ean do so. Mr. deLarty is essen-
tially a praectical man, with a lifetime expe-
rienee of banking operations, and an inti-
mate knowledge of the conditions apper-
taining to the agrieultural arcas. DMessrs.
Moran and Maley are both ex members of
this House. They also have had a long
business and farming experience, and know
Waestern Australia probably as well as any-
one does. If they werc unable to achieve
success such as was desired, T doubt whether
the present commissioners, who have less
experience and a less intimate knowledze
of farming, are going to make the success
of the job that we expeet of them.

The Minister for Justice: Do not forget
they have a different Aect to work under.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : Aects of Parlia-
ment do not count for much under these
conditions. The first thing the commission-
ers did, that T know of, was to insert a
notification in the Press that no member
of Parliament would be allowed to inter-
view the bank staft on behalf of their clients
at any time in the future.

Mr. Wanshrough: Quite right, too.

Hon. P. b, FERGUSON: That was a dis-
tinet rebuff to country members.

The Premier: Rebuff!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: It was unfair
to clients of the bank and to country mem-
bers. Most country members are members
of the Country Party, though T do not sup-
pose that influenced the commissioners.
There are many farmers who are clients of
the bank, but are unable to come to Perth,
and place their eases before the official=.
They desire that their representatives in
Parliament should de this for them. Mem-

bers of Parliament ean assist their electors
and the clients of the bank very materially
if allowed to do so, and they can also assist
the institution itself.

The Premier: They can assist themselves
to get votes.

Hon, P, D. FERGUSOX: Private mem-
bers who interview the bank officials are
not those people who have set up the poli-
tical interference to which the Royal Com-
mission in their report objected. The Royal
Commission referred to Ministerial inter-
ference, such interference as would practi-
cally ecompel the bank offieials to do some- -
thing they felt should not be done, such as
te open up a doubtful distriet becanse it
was (fovernment policy to do so. Tt was
not the private members who exereised
politieal influence. T do not think any pri-
vate member could influenee the commis-
sioners against their better judgment in
the interests of any partienlar client.

The Premicr: Were they not trving to
do s0?

Hon. . D. FERGUSON: No.

The Premier: You do not think so.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: No. Managers
of the associated hanks and other finaneial
institutions have always weleomed members
of Parlinment, so that they might discuss
their business relations with their clients
if the clients wished them to do so. There
ltas never been any objection on the part
of those institutions. T have never mef the
manager of an associated bank who refused
to discuss with me the affairs of his elients,
provided the ¢lient asked me to do so. Then
why should the Agrienltural Bank Commis-
sioners ohject?

The Premier: Ix it a question of business
relations, or nne of political relations?

Hon. . D. PERGUSON: Purelry and
simply a question of business relations. The
politieal aspeet has never entered into the
matter in the ease of any member of Par-
liament that T know of interviewing the
Agricultural Bank trustees. Other Govern-
ment departments—the Department of Agri-
eilture, the Railway Department, the Health
Department, and in fact all the departments
—like members of Parliament to come along
and discuss the affairs of constituents: and,
so far as T am aware, no harm has ever re-
sulted. T have never sought to induce any
particular departinent to do for a constitu-
ent of mine anvthing that I considered was
unjostified; and I would proceed similarly
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with regard io the Agriculinral Bank Com-
missioners. I do not bhelieve the Premier or
any other member of Parliament would put
forward unjustifiable requesfs either.

The Premier: Why should a member of
Parliament come info the matter at all?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: I have men-
tioned that frequently it is not possible for
the client himself to go into the matter per-
sonally. Clients have tried, unsuccessfully,
to wet satisfaction through correspondence.

The Premier: 1 know something about
political interference with the Agricultural
Bank.

Hon, P. . FERGUSOXN: To-day clients
are unable to get satisfaction through writ-
ing to the Agrienltural Bank. Their only
hope is a personal interview, and from that
aspect it is highly difficult to get into the
office of the Commissioners. However, a
client might get inte the manager’s office
and obtain some satisfaction. On the other
hand, a parliamentary representative going
along to see the Bank authorities can get
the thing done in half-an-hour, thus saving
the farmer the expense of a visit to Perth
or weeks of waiting for an answer to his
letter. To-day the client cannot get satis-
faction from either the head office or the
branch. To-day we have over 2,000 Agri-
enltural Bank properties vacant, and we do
not want any more; but unless more satis-
faction is obtainable by settlers, more of
them will leave their properties. That will
not he in the interests of Western Austra-
lin. T dare say the greatest problem con-
fronting Australia is that of raral rehabili-
tation. Our rural industries have got into
a desperate plight. They are now at a low
ebh, as the result of five yvears of depressed
commodity prices. The values of the com-
meodities produced by our primary industries
have in many cases been well below the cost
of production. Particularly does this apply
to those stable commodities, wheat and wool.
In the interests of Australia as a whole,
wheat and wool must he placed on a firmer
hasis. Last wvear the Commonwealth Gox-
crnment appointed a Royxal Commission to
investigate the wheat and Hour position. For
that Commission the Federal Government
were fortunate enongh to secure what, in my
opinion. are some of the best brains in Aus-
tralia. Sir Herbert Gepp has done a vast
deal of investigation work on hehalf of the
Cammonwealth Government, and is one of
our most able citizens. On the Commission
was also Mr. Walter Harper, the chairman

of directors of the biggest co-operative con-
cern in this State—a man who I venture to
sav knows morve of what may be fermed the
business =ide of agriculiure than any other
man in Western Australia.  The Federal
Roval Commission have submitted their re-
port—a remarkable document. I wish every
member of Parliament would study it. The
report makes out a strong case for national
aszistanee towards the rehabilitation of rural
industries. I shall quote some extracts from
the report in order that they may sink deep
into the minds of members of this House.
[ hope they will sink deep into the minds
of the people of Australia generally. On
page 32 of the report appears the follow-
ngri—

The world wheat position makes it difficult

for the Commission to take an optimistic view
of the prospects of the industry during the
next few wears. The historieal survey sug-
pests that agrienltural depressions normally
extend over long periods, twenty yenrs being
by no means unusval.
“Twenty vears being by no means unusual”:
those are prophetic words coming from the
keen analytical minds on the Commission.
Tn my opinion they convey a message of tre-
mendous import to Auwstralia,  This is the
fifth vear of the depression, and our Agri-
cultural Bank has over 2,000 vacant fairms
on ifs hands, and does not want any more.
[ venture lhe opinion that if we have
another five xears of depression simi-
lar to those we have gone through,
the pereentage of  vacant  farms  will
he even greater than it is to-day. The
only means of szaving the position is
for the people of Australia to come to the
rescue of those who are cngaged in agri-
cultural industry and put them on a firmer
and more saticfactory hasis than that on
which they are to-day. The report states
on page 35—

The Commission is forced to the view that,
on fthe one hand, nationalism is too strong
to permit European countries with high pro-
duetion costs to alter their policy to one of
accepting cheap wheat, and, on the other
hand, the present capacity for the production
of wheat in exporting countries excecdls the
probable demand te such an extent as to
make it doubtful whether any return to the
price level of 1926-28 will last for more than
one or two seasons. TIn its first report the
(‘ommission recommended the adoption of the
prineiple of a heome censumptipn price fer
Australian wheat used for human consump-
tion in Awnstralia. The Commission has taken
a price of 3s. per bushel f.o.r. Australian
ports (inclnding the nssistanee from the home
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consumption price) as the basis of its caleu-
lation of the present stability of the wheat-
growing indostry. On this basis only about
40 per cent. of the Australian wheat farmers
can continve in prodnetion, unless substantial
reductions can he made in interest charges
or other items of the cost of produection.
On page 132 of the report there is the fol-
lowing passage:—

The Commission has heen unable to dis-
cover any prospeet of a reduction in the costs
of landing wheat in the ““f.o.r. Australian
ports’’ position through a2 reduction in the
cost of bags. The bulk-handling system, if
generally installed, will give the careful
farmer a greater opportunity of avoiding the
purchase of bags at high prices, becanse he
will be in a position to mend damaged bags
or usc other transporting containers between
the farm and the silo, if he cares to do so,

I now qgnote from page 133—

Having in view the necessities of farmers
and recognising the desirability of adding as
little as possible to the cost of living in Aus-
tralia, the Commission is satisfied that the
wheat farmers are entitled to share in the
benefits accorded to other industries by the
protection of the nation.

From page 247 of the veport—

The Commission emphasises the serious

financial position of the industry of growing
wheat. It had been unprofitable since 1930,
and Government assistance had been insuffi-
vient to remedy this position. The earnings
from individual effort in the imdustry had
heen out of conformity with those of other
industrics.
I would like the Premier to mavk that—
“The earnings from individual effort in the
industry had been ont of conformity with
those of other indusirvies.” 1 would like
those hon. members who represent mainly
secondary industries to take particular
notice of that passage of the report. It
flatlv comdradiets the Premier’s statement
that farmers do not work onc bit harder
thap men working 44 houwrs a week in fae-
tories, and that the farmers get a jolly sight
move ftor what they do. That is the Com-
mission’s comment on the statement made
by the Premier some time ago.

The Minister {for Lands: What do the
Federal Commissioners know about it?

Hon. P, D. FERGUSOXN: They know
ahout it heeanse they have made special in-
vestigations to ascertain the position.

The Commission found that the Australian
consnmers had been receiving their wheat at
a price approximately s, per bushel lower
than the import parity price, and that the
industry had definitely suffered in this regard.
Tf that is the c¢ase, have the farmers heen
obtaining their machinery and other requi-
sites on the farm at, say, 30 or 35 per cent.

helow parity price? Certainly not. The
tariff which proteets Australia’s secondary
industries has .lhbolutel} prevented them
from doing so.

The Commission recommended that the
prineiple of a home consumption price for
such part of the product as is consumed
within the Commonwealth should be applied
to the wheat industry.

The Premier: Is there any country in the
world that has given greater ussistance to

its farmers than Western Australin has
given?
Mr. Patrick: Yes.

The Premier: Tell me which country.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: We have a
home consumption price for most of our
secondary produets, and that home consump-
tion price represents the import value plus
the highest tariff rates in the world. So
that while other industries have been get-
ting protection of that kind, the wheat-
growing industry has not. 1 would like the
Premier to listen to this passage from fhe
Federal Commission’s report—

The Commission has divided the wheat-
growers into threec groups.

Group 1, those who can pay their working
expenses and meeb their present interest
charges when wheat is at 3s, per bushel f.o.r,
ports (including Commonwealth assistance).

Group 2, those whe ecan pay their working
expenses and meet some of their interest
charges.

Group 2, those who are unable to preduce
wheat at 3s. per bushel f.o.r. ports, even if
they are free from all interest.

AMr, Sleeman: Does the report say any-
thing ahout farmers who ean pay and will
not?

Hon.
tinues—

The Commission finds that Group 1 vontaing
40 per cent. of the growers, Group 2 contains
26 per cent., and Group 3, 34 per cont.

P. D. FERGTSOX : The report con-

There is the posilion; ouly 40 per
cent, of the farmers can pay their way
under present conditiens, and 34 per cent.
canhot pay their way at all with wheat at
3s. per hushel. If 353 per cent. of the
growers cannot make a living under those
conditions, is it not up to the State to alter
the conditions so that those men can make
a living?

The Premier: What do vou propose?

Hon, P. D. FERGUSOX : I am proposing
in a general way that the people of Aus-
tralia should come to the assistance of
Aupstralian wheatgrowers and make their
existence as  wheatgrowers and farmers
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possible and practieable.
The Premier: A very nice general state-

ment!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: The report says
on page 249—

The gap between ecost of production and
enrrent  prices of rural produets is the
measure of rutral distress which has to bhe
faced. Devices for alleviating the burden of
depressed prices upon primary producers have
been adopted in almost all countries. There
iz a definite need for reconstruction of the
Australian indusfry as it now exists, sur-
rounded with the accumunlated troubles of the

last four years. The broad lines of the
future wheat policy of the Commonwealth
should embrace the following:—({a) The

maximum pessible eontribution by Australia
to the solution of the problem of the revival
of international trade, especially the main.
tenanee of active trade relations with all
countries which are prospective purchasers
of wheat and flour. (b) A gencral review of
all items in the cost of production, including
debts and interest, with a view to ascertain-
ing the extent of relief whieh the industry
may expect from such sources,

The Premier: Will you impress all these
things on Dr. Page?

Hon. P. D. PERGUSOX: Wi have done
50.

“The Minister for Lands: Representatives
of the Federal Country Party form part of
the Federal Government. .

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Recently the
Chairman of the Roxal Commission paid a
visit fo Western Australia, and, in the
course of an interview, Sir Herbert Gepp
made the following statement—

PDuring this tour, more than ever before, T
have become convinced that farming is mere
than a business; it is o way of life. It is the
hereditary land instinet in our farmers that
prevents them calemlating the man per hour
cost of much of their labour. Tn my opinion,
if it were not for the attitude of wmind that
remark implies, we would have encountered
a mueh greater resentment against condi-
tions as they operafe at present in the whent
eountry,

And that is a positive fact. If we had not
the attitnde of mind that the remark of
Sir Herbert Gepp implies, our farmers
would undoubtedly resent conditions under
which they are unfortunately producing,
far more than they resent it to-day. It is
that hereditary land instinet in a farmer
that persuades him, almost against his will,
to confinne with his holding even though
he may make a loss from his production.
I know that from my own experience, and
that of my neighhours. I have heen con-
dueting a farm that was developed at

a time when the work could be done move
cheaply than is possible to-day, Despite
that faet, I cannot make it a profitable con-
cern. In those eireumstances, how can it
bhe expected that my neighbour, who has
had to develop his holding nnder much more
costly conditions, ean ever hope to payv his
interest bill?  For him it is a physieal im-
possibility.

The Premier: Give us the remedy.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The members
ol the Royal Commission made & earveful
wtd exhaustive investization of the whole
position. They have submitted to the Cowm-
monwealth  Government  their  considered
report, and I hope the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, State Governments, and the people
of Awstralia generally, will profit as a resalt
of the investigation. A moment awo the
Promier interjeeted that 1 <hould tell mem-
bers what othoy eountries have heen doing
for their farmers. In the United States
of America where the authorities appre-
ciate the necessity to assist their producers,
the Farm Credit Administration have
arranged loans for 700,000 farmers, who
constitute ahout 25 per cent. of the furmers
who have mortgages on their properties, re-
presenting an annual saving in interest of
£6,000,000. T.et us come nearer home and
see what South Ausiralia has done. South
Australia -is the first State in the Commeon-
wealth to recover her financial position since
the depression commenced.

The Premier: How did South Australia
do that?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX : South Austra-
lia has shown a credit halance in her fin-
ANNCLS.

The TPremier: Recovered! Ruhbish!

Hon. P. D, FERGUSOXN: To a very
large extent, the reason for South Aunstralia’s
recovery has been due to the care extended
to those who are engaged in the agricultural
mdustry. The authorities realised the neces-
sity for keeping up production. They knew
that the railways, the harbours and every
other State facility henefited by inereased
production, and they had seen to it that
production, even in spite of disastrous sea-
sons, had been well maintained.

The Premier: And the South Australians
are the highest taxed people in Austealia.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: Through adopi-
ing that policy, South Australia has achieved
that position and has turned the corner.

The Premier: Turned the ecorner he
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damned! You do not know what you are
talking about.

Hen. P. D. FERGUSON: 1 do.

The Premier: They are the highest taxed
people in the Commonwealth, and Sonth
Australia to-day is the most poverty stricken
of the States.

Mr. SPEARKER: Order!

The Premier: Turned the corner!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Although
seasons generally were not as good in that
State as in Western Australia, the South
Australian Government have seen the neces-
sity for providing upwards of £500,000 per
annum for the assistance of necessitons
farmers.

The Minister for L.ands: We give them
all that in.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: T thought the
Minister was going to contradict my state-
ment.

The Mintster for Lands: That amount was
distributed.

The Premier: You should go to South
Australia.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The South Aus-
tralian Government made funds available
for the purchase of scasonal commodities
that the farmers were unable to provide for
themselves.

The Premicr: South Australia recovered!

Humph!
Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: During recent
vears, the South Australian  Government

have made available from £400,000 to
£700,000 per annum hy way of assistance
to necessitous farmers in that State.

The Premier: Suvely you should know
something about South Australia.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The Premier
cannot contradict my statements, which ave
facts. The truth is that in South Australia
there exists an agriculteral conscience, which
ie shaved by the Government there, hut un-
fortunately is not shared by the Government
of Western Australin,

The Premier: I have never heard such a
thing hefore!

Hon. . D. FERGUSON: There must
come o time, and it mayx be soon, when the
people of Australia and particularly the
creditors of the farmers, will realise that
they wmust come to the assistance of the
farmers and lighten, in some measnure, the
mmpassible load of debt that the men on the
land have incurred during recent vears.
Merchangs, hankers and the general eom-
munity have assisted the farmers to incur

that impossible liability. That faet has been
admitted by the Roval Commission on the
Wheat and Flour Industry, who estimated
that the liability amongst the wheatgrowers
alone amounted to £151,000,000. The vari-
ous sections T have referred to weve parti-
cularly anxious to assist the farmers fo in-
cur that liahility, and to-day they must come
to the assistance of the farmers to enable
them to stand up fo their obligation. In my
opinion it is the only policy that Australia
can pursue. 1f she is to earry out her

natural  mational destiny as a wheat
and  primary  producing eountry, it is
the only policy Australia can adopt.

It seems to me that the rationing of
produetion to any appreciable extent
would be futile. Tt would amount to a
policy of despair that wonld get us no-
where. We must make primary production
profitable, and it is only the people of Aus-
tralia who can make it s0. The markets of
the world will probably buy our eommodi-
ties, but mav not pay as much as is neces-
sary to enable onr producers te continue at
a profit.

The Alinister for Justice: They are not
prepared to buy at ail

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: The Jlinister
for Justice recently returned from a visit
to Japan, and as he is an observant man,
I wonld ask him if he does not consider that
that country, which has a natural increase
in  population  of about 1,000,000 per
annum, wonld not he prepared to fake a
greater percentage of our primary products
than it is doing to-dav, particularly if the
matter were placed fairly and squarely be-
fore the people Lhere.

The 3Minister for Lands: Did not Mr.
Latham go to Japan and later on did naot
the Federal CGovernment send a mission
there?

Hon. P. 1. FERGUSOXN: One mission
will not do the joh: the work must he done
all the (ime and continuously., The faet
remaing that simee Mr., Latham  visited
Japan, our own Minister for Justice went
there. While Mr. Willcock did not go as a
trade commissioner, T feel certain that he
did not remain silent while he wag in that
country. No publiec man from Australia
would remain silent while he was in Japan
or anyv other foreign conntry. Tt is neces-
sary for the rehahilitation of onr industry
that we should have expanding markets.
Japun is one of our natural markets, und
surely something could be done in the divec-
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tion of expanding our exporis to that coun-
try.  Natarally T realise that if we were to
attempt that, we would have to offer them
increased trade in other directions.

Jr. Wilson: We wounld have fo import
their goods.

Mr. Moloney: Some of their cheap stuff.

Mg, Cross: We would have to buy Jap-
anese toys.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX : Another of the
very pressing problems confronfing Western
Australia is vermin destruction, partienlarly
with reference to rabbits.

The JMinister for Lands: What, back to
rahbits!

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX : If the Minister
were to get back to rabbits, he wounld get
hack home. The destruction that is being
cansed to the erops and pastures by the
rabbit pest is enormous. It has to be seen
to bhe appreeiated, and T wish that members
of Parliament, particularly those represent-
g city and suburban constitueneies, conld
vigii the countrv areas and see for them-
selves some of the devastation that is heing
caused by the pest. It has reached such a
stage to-day that, in iy opinion, the pro-
blem should he regarded as one of national
importanee. I wish the Federal Government
would so regard it. The task is certainly
bevond the power or eapacity of individual
farmers or pastoralists te cope with. The
policy that has been adopted down the ages
has been to leave vermin destruction to the
individual land holder, but that must now be
altered. There must be a recognition of the
State’s responsibility as well as that of the
Commonwealth. Crown lands, roads, re-
serves and abandoned Agricultural Bank
farms represent from 20 to 253 per cent. of
the land in the south-western land division
of the State. When I make that statement,
members will realise how reasonable it is
that the State should undertake some respon-
sihility in conncetion with rabbit destruc-
tion, for it should not he left to the in-
dividual farmer whose land adjoins these
vacant areas. The poliey was quite all right
in dayvs gone by, bhut it must he altered to
meet present-day conditions. It is abso-
lutely wrong that millions of rabbils that
infest these vacant ov abandoned areas
should he allowed to remain such a tre-
mendous nienace to adjoining land owners,
making it impossible for them to cope with
the problem on their holdings. In my
opinion, the first essential is the provision
of wire netting, which should be c¢heap and
plentitul.  Wire netting should he the

IR

farmers’ first line of defence against the
pest, and I would like the Commonwealth
Government to supply that netting free of
interest charges. If we could persuade the
Federal authorities to do so, then it would
be a fair thing to ask the land owners to
provide a sinking fund of three or four per
cent., which would enable them to pay for
the metting in 23 years. In addi-
tion to that, if it is wmot possible
to induce the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to provide the netting, the State
should provide 50 per cent. of the
wire netting on the boundaries of proper-
ties adjoining Crown lands, ineluding the
ahandoned Agricultural Bank farms. Farm-
ers should be given encouragement o use
the wire netting, hecanse every rabbit-proof
fence that is erected constitutes a further
step towards the control of the pest and its
ultimate extermination, I do nodt want it
to be thought that the mere erection of a
rabbit-proof fence would complete the task
of the farmer, because there are many other
steps to be taken. The Vermin Act must be
amended to ensure that no land owner shall
be a menace to his neighbour, and also to
enable local vermin hoards to supply poison
and fumigants free of charge, which is not
possible under the provisions of the present
Act. I am certain there are ways of deal-
ing cffectively with the rahbit pest. 1 would
mention what has been achieved at the Cran-
more Park Estate, which is owned by the
Boolardy Pastoral Company, in the Moora
district. The estate comprises 10,000 acres.
Two or three years ago the area was literally
over-run with rabbits; to-day a rabbit can-
not be found on the estate. The extermina-
tion of the pest has been a costly process, and
the manager of the estate, Mr. Lefroy, told
me that it cost 1s. 6d. per acre, apart from
the cost of the netting. The whole of the
estnte was fenced with rabbit-proof netting,
and the area was subdivided. The method
adopted then was to dig up every warren on
the property. There 15 not a rabhit warren
on the property that has not been dug down
to the very hottom. That work was followed
up by the daily patrolling of the paddocks
by men with packs of dogs, numbering as
many as 25. Should a stray rabbit have
escaped when the warrens were dug up, the
dogs got it, and by that means the rabbits
were exterminated, and the property to-day
1s absolutely free, Mr. Lefroy informed me
that from one paddock of 1,000 acres, the
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men who dug out the warvens killed 12,000
rabbits. In another paddeoek of 14 aeres,
which he regarded as impossible to dig out
because it was so roeky, he estimated that
there were 25,000 rabbits, Mr. Lefroy
fenced off that 14 acres of rocky land, let
the rabbits eat it out, and then when they
were starving he gave them as much pois-
oned wheat and poisoned water as the ver-
min could consume. By that means Mr.
Lefroy was able to elear out every rabbit
from that diffienlt section. That is the only
way by which the pest can be eradicated.
We must fence, poison, destroy cover, har-
rass, plough warrens, dig out, dig in, and
wage constant warfare. It is the ouly way
to deal with the pest. Otherwise the pest
will heat us.

The Premier: Of ¢ourse that could not he
dong by men without money.

Hon. P, D. FERGUSON: I mentioned
that Mr. Lefroy had stated his cost, outside
of netting, at 1s. 6d. an acre.

The Premier: That is no good to the aver-
age man.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Tt is good to
the avernge man, and he has to be prepared
to do it because, if he does not, the rabbits
will be at him. It is the man under the
average who cannot do it. The average man
ean do it probably more cheaply than could
Mr. Lefroy, because he had to pay for
labour, If a man can provide the rabhbit net-
ing, he ean do the vest himself. I think that
the Jeeal vermin boards should assist him to
fdo the rest by providing him with poison
and fumigants, either free of charge or at a
low cost. Vermin boards would like to assist
in that way, but the Act does not permit them
to do so.

The Minister for Lands:
provide the wire netting.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The Vermin
Act could he amended to enable the local
vermin hoards to supply landowners with
poison and fumigants. It would he only a
small matter for the State or for the hoard.
I should like to see the State assist the
hoards in providing poison and fumigants.

The Minister for Lands: That would not
buy wire netting,

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: Qf course not,
but wire netting should he found somehow
or other. If the Commonwealth will not pro-
vide it, the State should.

The Minister for Lands: You did nof deo
it when vou were in office.

That would not

Hou. P. D. FERGUSOX: The conditions
then were cntirely different.  To-day the
rabhit menace is 500 times worse than it was
three years ago. In my part of the country
there were hardly any rabbits three years
ngo, but to-day it is infested with them.
First of all, farmers must fence; then they
must fumigate and poison, dig out the bur-
rows and larass bunny all the time. Con-
stunt warfare is necessary to get rid of the
menace. That is the only way to do it, and
it we do not face it the rabbit will win, and
we will lose.

The Premier: You know that the rabbit
wenace has been serions and great for long
years. It is not a matter of recent oceur-
rence,

Hon. I'. D. FERGUSON: In most of our
districts the menace has not been seriouz
until the last three or four years. In the
last twe vears it has increazed 200 per cent.
Where there was not a sign of a rabbit
two years ago, rabbits are to be found to-
day. The wet summer the year before
last was responsible for the tremendous
inerease in their numbers. The hreeding
season was extended from the summer into
the winter, and that was responsible for
the tremendous inerease in the pest. The
whole thing represents a shocking waste
of wealth, and the wealth at stake is not
only that of the farmer; it is the wealth
of the ereditors and the wealth of the
State, and something must be done to get
the State, and if possible the Common-
wealth, to assist in eliminating that enor-
mouns waste.

The Premier: That is true; something
must he done, but tell us what should he
done, )

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: T regret ex-
tremely the statement made by Dr. Earle
I’age in Perth that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment were not prepared to provide the
netting, but I suggest that the Btate Gov-
ernment and the people of this State who
are mainly interested should keep hammer-
ing at the Commonwealth until they are
convinced that their decision was a mistake-
Sometimes Governments alter their minds.
If we econtinue long enough to represent
the position to the Federal Grovernment,
they might alter their minds.

The Premier: A very general statement.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: When the Min-
ister for Lands stated that the Common-
wealth offer of 1 per eent. reduetion in
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the rale of interest on money for the pur-
chase of netting was no good to us, it was
very disappointing to the farmers. 1 want
to know why the Minister should say that
money at 1 per cent. reduetion is no good
to the State, If it is good to the Govern-
meni= of other States, why not to the Gov-
ernment of this State? In New South Wales
the Government have bought £236,000 worth
of -wire netting for settlers.

'The Minister for Lands: Humbug!

Hon, 1. D. FERGUSOXN: It is unfair of
the Minister to interject that my state-
nment iz humbug when I know it is correct.
The Giovernment of New South Wales have
advanced £236,000 to their farmers for the
purchase of rabbit netting and bave used
money that they obtained from the Com-
monwealth on the basis of 1 per cent. re-
duetion. If it is good for New South Wales,
wlhy not for Western Australia? New South
Wales is prepared to utilise some of its
loan allocation for rabbit extermination.
Why =hould nat Western Australia be pre-
pared to utilise some of its loan funds?
Tt is because there are some Country Party
members in the Government of New Soulh
Wales and becanse the Government of that
State have an agricultural conscience, which
the Western Australian Government do not
possess. The Government in this State
provide that every applieation for rahbit
netting shall be aecompanied by a deposit
of £1 per mile. T have never been quite
able to understand why it should be £1 per
mile instead of £1 per application, That
money is not applied towards the payment
for the netting: it is used for administra-
tive expenses. If the application is refused,
the applieant is charged 10s. 6d. for the
refusnl and for returning the halance.

The Jnister for Tands: Just as your
Government did.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I did not know
that that was the state of affairs when the
AMitrhell Government were in office. T was
not the Minister charged with the respon-
sibjlitv of distributing rabbit netting. If T
had known that sueh a charge was being
made, I would have exerted efforis to ge!
the c¢harge abolished. No farmer who paid
it mentioned the matter to me. However,
such a charge is being made to-day. The
officer in control savs the charge is being
marde and the Minister does not deny it.
The Government should he able to bear

the cost, instead of charging an applicant
£1 for it.

The Premier: In other words, you want
us to do something which vour Government
did not do.

Hon, P. D, FERGUSOXN: T understand
that the Uovernment have recently made a
demand on the Associated Banks {o guaran-
tee the interest and sinking fund payment
on the moneyv provided for the pur-
chase of netting for Assoeciated Bank
clients. It has been the practice in
the past for the Associated Banks,
insurance companies and other finan-
cial institutions to waive their rights
as first mortgagees, insofar as the cost of
wire netting is coneerned, and to allow the
Government to take a first mortgage. Now
the Government say that is no good to them:
they insist on the institutions guaranteeing
the payment of interest and sinking fund.
It seems to me that is an unfair attitude.
| do not wish to do anything that would de-
prive the Government of obtaining interest
on the netting, but surely it would be pos-
sible to make an equitable arrangement be-
tween the Government as first mortgagee,
the bank as second mortgagee and the farmer
client, by which each could get some payment
from the farmer’s annual return proportion-
ate to the amount to which each was entitled.
I do not wish to see the farmer deprived of
the necessities of life, but an arrangement
could be made by which the Government and
the hank could ohtain some pavment to-
wards the interest due to them. T should
like to ask the Minister for Lands. who is
interested in this matter, 1o give careful
consideration to the point I have raised, and
see if such an arrangement eannot he made.
I£ it is not done, the use of wire netting will
be restricted, and none of us wanis to see
that. T wish to see every farm enclosed with
rabbit-proof netting in the near future. This
cannot be brought about unless all parties
co-operate, and we must have co-operation
by the Government with the farmer. Apart
from the rabbits, we have another pest that
is doing a considerable amount of harm and
that is the fox. The losses of lambs are
considerable. There are isolated individuals
who claim that the fox does a certain amount
of good. T am prepared to believe that it
did a certain amount of good when rabbits
were not very numerous. The fox caught
a lot of young rabbits and destroyed them,
but to-day rahbits are so numerous that the
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foxes cannot possibly make any impression
upon them. I believe that if the value of
the lambs destroyed by foxes were devoted
to rabhit extermination, it would be respons-
ible for a thousand times more destruction
than the foxes are doing. There is a bonus
for foxes of 5s. per sealp and 1s. for cubs,
and it is the bonus of 1s. that I am atiack-
ing. The amount is teo low; it should be
increased. Professional trappers who are
responsible for destroying most foxes are
not going to bring in eubs at 1s, per head.
They let them go, believing that they will
get them when they have grown up.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
more cannot he paid.

Hon. P, D, FERGUSON: T have an idea
that more cannot be paid because the cen-
tral vermin fund has not sufficient money.

The Minister for Lands: Yon reduced the
rate when you were in office.

Ton. P. . FERGUSON: My object in
reducing the rate was to enable the farmers
to pay the little that was left. They conid
not pay the whole amount then, and it was
a eommoen-sense course to reduce the rafe.
TWas not everything reduced at that time?
It was only fair and equitable that the ver-
min rate should be reduced. I warn the
Minister that if he increases the rate, the
farmer will not he able to pavit. To show
how absurd it is to offer 1s. for cubs, I will
quote the experience of a hoard in my elec-
torate, which goes to show that the profes-
sional trappers will not bring in cubs at 1s.
per head. For the vear ended June, 1934,
the board paid for 1,041 fox scalps and 40
eubs. For the year ended June, 1935, the
hoard paid for 1,172 fox scalps and 40 cubs.
The 40 cubs were trapped largely by land-
owners. They are not hronght in by pro-
fessional trappers, and will not be brought
in by them at that price. If the central
vermin fund is so depleted that the bonus
cannot be increased, the Government should
supplement the fund to enable the board to
bring the honus up to 2s. 6d., if not 5s.

The Premier: There are lots of things
that you want done that vour Government
did not do.

Hon. P, D. FERGUSON: A question that
is exercising the minds of wheatgrowers is
that of bulk handling. The wheatgrowers
thronghout the State resent the Govern-
ment’s policy of procrastination by appoint-
ing a Royal Commission to investigate the
suestion.

The Premier: Was that proerastination?
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Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: Abzelute pro-
erastination in  the interests of a few
lumpers at Fremantle, jeopardising the in-
tevests of about 10,000 wheatgrowers.

The Minister for Justice: Mr. Monger said
the appointment of the Commission was a
good thing.

The Premier: Mr. Monger said he was
#lad the Commission had been appointed be-
cause it had given time for ecomsideration.
You need to be careful what you say against
My, Monger, vou know.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: It was intpos-
sible for the Cominission to ebtain any more
mformation than was already available on
the question of hulk handling. Officials in
the Public Works Department and fn the
Trepartment of Agriculture know as much
about the bulk handling installation in New
South Wales as do most people in New South
Wales. It was absurd for the Commission to
go to New South Wales, hecausze they eonid
obtain little or no additional information.
More informmation on bulk handling is avail-
ahle in Western Australia than in any other
country of the world.

The Premier; Can vou explain how it was
that in the last Parliament your Government
did not get through a Bill for bolk hand-
ling?

Mr. Patriek: Only one man on your side
supported it.

The Premier: Never mind that one wman.
Fxplain how it was yon did not get the Bill
throngh., You had a majerity, and did not
wet the Bill through.

Mr. Seward: You were not game to go on
with it.

The Premier: Explain why it was that
vou did not get it through, even with your
majority.

Hon, P. D. FERGUSOXN: I am glad the
member for South Fremantle (Mr. Fox) is
in the House, hecause I want to refer to some
evidence he gave hefore the Royal Commis-
sion on Bulk Handling, and I want to ba
perfectly fair to the hon. member, not to
misrepresent him in any way. According to
the newspaper report of the statement he
made, he said that the quantity of hulk
wheat shipped from Fremantle this season
wns 284,204 tons, and that the bulk system
had resulted in the displacement of 78 men
with a consequent loss to the lumpers of
£16,181 in wages. I am prepared to bring
hundreds of farmers willing to say that they
saved 3d. per bpshel on the handling of their
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wheat in bulk as against bags. On this ton-
uage given by Mr. Fox the gain to the farm-
ers as the result of the transfer from bag io
bulk handling would be £131,486. And it
must be remembered that a great deal of
thai would have gone to Caleutta for bags.
The hon. member for South Fremantle also
stated that if the total tonnage for the whole
season, namely, 454,943 tons, had heen
shipped in bulk the loss to lumpers in wages
would have been £25991. They are the hon.
member’s own figures, and I have no desire
to dispufe them., But on that tonnage the
saving to the farmers, at the rate of 3d. per
hushel, would have been £210,411, u sam
sufficient to provide full time employment
for approximately 1,140 men at the basie
wage. Aeccording to the hon. member, 130
twen would have lost their jobs at Freman-
tle if all the wheat sent away during the
zeason had been handled in bulk. On the
other hand, as T say, the farmers would have
saved enough out of it to employ 1,140 men
at the basic wage. The lumpers would have
lost in wages £23,991, but the saving to tha
farmers would bhave been £210,4i1l. And
when we get back to what has been regarded
as n normal state of affairs, when we might
expect to handle a 40,000,000 bushel har-
vest, the saving to the farmers wounld amount
to £500,000. Surely any Govermment having
the farmers’ interests at heart would be anx-
iong that the farmers should benefit to the
amount of that saving, The Government
would have conferred a benefit on Western
Australia if they had made it possible for
the farmers to effect that saving last vear;
and they could have done it had they agreed
to the wishes of the farmers and allowed
Co-operative Bulk Handling to exiend the
svstem.

The Premier: Why did not your Govern-
ment do it three years ago?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: 1 regret that
some Government departments are not svm-
pathetic to bulk handling. In my opinion the
Railway Department should never have heen
allowed to impose that extra freight of 9d.
per ton on bulk wheat. Of course the rail-
wavs put up a case to justify that imposi-
tion in the interests of their own finances.
But that does not make it just. Nowhere
elze, not in New South Wales, in Canada, in
Sonth Afriecan or in the Argentine do the
railways attempt to justify such a thing; on
the other hand, they do everything they can

to facilitate the handling of grain in bulk.
In South Africa the railways actually carry
free of cost the farmers’ bags back to those
sidings where there are no bulk handling
facilities, Evervywhere ouiside of Western
Australia the railways desire to extend bulk
handling.

The Premier: The one man on your side
who fought for bulk handling was the man
who lost. his seat at the last election,

Hon. P. I. FERGLUSON: The wheat-
growers are extremely gratified at the report
submitted by the Royal Commnission, and
they want to urge on the Government that
there shall now be no delay in the extension
of bulk handling facilities. T hope the Gov-
ernment will not wait until the elections are
any eloser before they get a move on in this
regard, 1 lhope they wili not delay any
fonger. I do not agree with the member for
(ireenough (Mr. Patrick) that it is too late
to do anything this year, for I hold that a
few more sidings might well be equipped
with the neeessary facilities so that the farm-
ers of the several districts might save 3d. per
bushel on their wheat.

The Premier: We will do something which
your Government did not do during their
three vears of office, and that perhaps before
the yvear is ont.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Two ycars ago
the Commonwealth Government appointed 2
comntittee to investizate the wool industry.
That committee made certain recommenda-
tions in the intervests of wool growers, par-
ticularly regarding marketing facilities, This
is what the committee said in its Teport.

The present position is one not only of low
prices, but also of instability, and special
action may be required to avoid, if possible;
any relapse in prices, The committee there:
fore considers that special machinery for
speedy action should be established. It is
therefore recommended—

{a) That a Commonwealth wool executive

be constituted by the Woolgrowers'
Council after a new election of its
personnel, comprising one woclgrow-
ers’ representative from each State
and its chairman, and two repre-
sentatives of the Nationa! Council of
the wool-selling brokers with five to
form a quorum for quick action;
and

(b) That the Commonwealthk Government

by regulation or otherwise should
take to itself power to prohibit the
export of wool except on such con-
ditions as may be preseribed, pro-
vided that such power should not be
exercised exeept upon the request of
the Commonwealth Wool Executive.
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Certain growers in this State and in other
Btates, and some organisations whose inter-
ests are not always identieal with producers’
interests, have objected te the recommenda-
tions, and recently the Primary Producers’
Assoeiation, which is the only organisation
in Western Australia of the small wool-
growers, asked the Government through the
ex Minister for Agriculture to take a plebis-
c¢ite of the woolgrowers throughout the State
to ascertain their views on certain of the
comnmittee’s recommendations. That was a
fair request and the cost of taking the refer-
endum would have been small.  Yet the
Minister declined to do it, notwithstanding
that it affected 10,000 woolgrowers. Think-
ing a better fate might await them with the
new Minister for Agriculture, they went (o
him, but he also turned them down. Unfor-
tunately some large woolgrowers are oppos-
ing the proposals, and the Minister in the
very breath in whieh he declined the request
said that 58 growers in his electorate had
produced 50,000 hales of wonl. Of course
the Minister opposed it,

The Minister for Agrieulture: It is not
the funetion of the Government.

Hon. . D, FERGUSON: It is not the
function of the Government to assist the
miners in breaking the law. T want to make
a comparison of the attitude of the Govern-
ment in refusing this plebiscite to the wool-
growers and their encouragement of the
plebiscite demanded by the miners to deter-
mine whether they would obev a legitunate
order of the Arbitration Court. The Pre-
mier, in answer to a ruestion 1 asked to-dav,
said the eost of that plebiscite or hallot was
£389,000,

The Premier: Nonsense! 1t was £380.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: Well, that is
the first mistake I have made to-night. The
Premier zaid the cost of taking the ballot
was £38%. The Government did not stop
to consider the cost in that instance. They
equipped the Chief Eleetoral Officer with
a motor car and a driver, drums of petrol,
shovels, tents, picks, ropes and all the neces-
sary gear and sent him all over the mining
areas of the State, including Kalgoorlie and
Wiluna, and the cost was £389. Why would
not the Government agree to the plebiseite
of the woolgrowers te ascertain their atti-
tude towards important recommendations of
the Commenwealth Wool Investigation Com-
mitiee? The cost of the miners’ plebiscite
was horne hy the Government, whereas the

woo'grower: would have te pay for their
own,

The Minister for Lands: But they do not
want it. Many of them are against it,

Hon. I*. D, FERGUSON: We have hund-
reds of woolgrowers in our ranks, hut be-
cause a few big pastoralists do not wani
it, the Minister for Lands believes that none
of the woolgrowers want it. Why does not
the Minister refuse assistanve to smatl dried-
fruit growers? Because 38 of the Minister's
woolgrowers produced 50,000 bales of woel,
he will not assisi the small men in the tak-
ing of this proposed plebiscite.

The AMinister for Water Supplies: The
plebiscite would not alter the recommenda-
tion.

Hon. P, D. FERGUSON: You dev not
wish to toke it in order to see the result.
The operations of the Transport Board bave
had somewhat the same effect on many
farmers as fleas have on dogs—it is the
most irvitating institution we have ever had
in Western Australia. We passed an Act
providing that the board should make inves-
tigations inte transport matters, and in the
making of those investigations the board was

instrueted to take into consideration
ccrtain faetors, including the question
of transport generally and the giving
of impartial and equitable treatment
to all  conflicting  interests, Unfor-
tunately  the  Transport  Board  have

been obhsessed with the railway viewpoint.
In my opinion they have not taken inro
consideration the impartial and equitable
trentment of all conflicting interests: not
only tn the Great Southern areas, where
there ave many sniall woolgrowers who can
get their wool t¢ Fremantle and their goods
hack again much cheaper by road than hy
rail, but in other parts of the State sueh
interests have not been taken into consid-
eration, In my own electorate there are
two conflicting interests, one a privately
owned railway and the other a privately
owned road transport, When the Trans-
port Board eliminated the road competi-
tion with the State railways the Commis-
sioner of Railways immediately reduced his
freights hy some £30,000 per annum, Shnul-
taneously  the  Transport Board cut
out the road competition with the privately
owned Midland Railway, buat the Midland
Railway Company did not reduce freighis
by so much as o farthing. If the Trans-
port Board had taken an impartial and
equitable view of all conflicting interests,
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surely they would have wiven some consid-
eration to the road haulers in those Mid-
land aveas. To-dny they have all been
wiped out and the Midland Railway Com-
pany have all the trailic and have not re-
duced their freights. )

Mr, Tonkin: Private enterprise.

Hon. . D. FERGUSON: Both represent
private enterprise, and the Aet layvs it down
that equitable treatment shall be given to
them. They have not done so. They have
given favourable treatment to the Railways
and inequitable ‘treatment to the truck
owner. There are many farmers miles
away from a railway who have been send-
ing their fruit. eremn, bufter and ecges
to market by road. Thev are as far from
the Midland Railway as from any State-
owned railway. They do not use either to
any great extent, particularly with regard
to small side-lines, and vet they have heen
forced out of the production of those things
beeause the Transport Board has cnt out
their road eommunication. It is altogether
an inenuitable proposition, and a matter in
which the Minister for Railways shoutd
take an interest and point out to the Trans-
port Board. I now wish fo have something
to say about Secession.

My, Wilson: We do not want that.

The Premier: Are you out to heat Mr.
Thomson’s record?

Hon. P. D). FERGUSON: T regret that
the petition of the people of Western Aus-
tralin to the Imperial Parliament for sev-
eranee from the rest of the Commonwealth
has heen turned down by a Committee of
the House of Commons. That Committee
prevented the undoubtedly strong ease of
thiz State for secession From being con-
sidered on its merits, It has never been
conzidered by the House of Commons, and
its merits have not heen given a moment’s
thought. This will be a matter for great
disappointment to thousands of loyal Wes-
tern Australians who whole-heartedly he-
lieve in Secession.

The Premier: Why not move a motion
of censure on the House of Commons?

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: Tt will also be
a disappointment te many Western Aus-
tralians who, whilgt they would not sup-
port Secession itself, would certainly do
unvthing they conld to get more favourable
treatment from the Commonwealth. Wes-
tern Australia has blazed the track for more
equitable treatment of the smaller States

at the hands of the Conmumonwealth. T be-
lieve the suggestion of the Premier that
we might now expeet the co-operation of
South Australia and Tasmania ha: some-
thing to commend it. Whilst T approve of
that, I hope the people of the State will
not give up their intense desire to secure
Secession from the rest of the Com-
monwealth until they have exploved every
avenue. There may be other ways hy which
we can achieve what we desire. T have had
firmly fixed in my mind that the only way
to achieve a reasonablv big destiny as a
producing country is for Western Ausfralia
to paddle its own canoe. It will not he
brought ahout whilst we are tied to the
chariot wheels of the Kastern States:
The Premier: How is it going to he done?
Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Because the
Committee of the House of Commons has
decided that our peiltion was not proper to
be recetved, it does not follow that the
people of Great Britain have not heen in-
formed of the exaet state of affairs. I ven-
ture to say that the delegation appointed hy
this Parliament has seen to that. I should
like to draw the atiention of the House to
a short article which appeared reecentlv in
“The London Eeonomist,”” as follows:—
If, as seecms probable, the Commonwealth
remaing firmly opposed to secession, we may
hope that Western Australia’s very genuine
ceonomic grievances will receive further con-
sideration. The Commonwealth’s excessive
[rotectionism  has injured West Australian
farmers hy contracting their export markets
and raising the price of their purchazes of
manufactures. As long as this inequitahle
situation lasts Western Australia has a moral
if not a constitutional elaim to urge on the
Commonwealth Government. The Common-
wealth will be well advised to mect it. and so
remove the need for secession talk.
T am not enamoured of the idea that the
Commonwesalth Government will freat us
more favourably than they ave doing at pre-
sent. I doubt whether onr wealth produeers
ean expect very much better treatment from
them. The Commonwealth Government are
situated two or three thousand miles away,
and are not likely to treat us hetter unless
our own Government, situated in our midst,
are going to treat the wealth producers of
the State more svmpathetically than they
have done in the past. 3y prineipal com-
plaint against the Government is that they
will persist in spending the bulk of the
State’'s money in and around the metropoli-
tan area, mainly for the henefit of their
political supporters, men who by political
action are forced, in many instances against
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their will, to coniribute to the funds of
unions who are supporting Labour Parlia-
mentavians. The Government spend large
sums of money in metropolitan sewerage and
drainage, foreshore beautification, and metro-
politan voads. They insist that everyone
who is emploved at the country’s expense
shall eontribute his quota to funds that are
Jargely used to secure their own and their
supporters’ return to Parliament. The re-
sult of all this is that Trades Hall was never
better off than if is to-day. It is no wonder
it can puf up an £8,000 addition to the
building in Beaufort-street, Hundreds of
additional workers have had their subscrip-
tions forced into the coffers of Trades Hali,
very often against the will of the men who
have paid such amounts, and hut little ex-
penditure has been incorred in the interests
of the agricultural community.

The Premier: You are a wonderful help
to Nationalist metropolitan imembers.

Mr. Moloney: Would you stop all metra-
politan works?

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder!

Hon. I’ D. FERGUSON: Notwithstand-
ing the manv promizes of the Government
to relieve distressed farmers, we still find
that the activities of the Government ave
mainly confined to the mining areas or to
the metropolifan area.

The Premier: That is distinctly unfair.

The Minister for Justice: And it is un-
true.

Hon. . D, FERGUSOX: The Govern-
ment are spending hundreds of thousands of
pounds on foreshore reclamation, Stirling
Highway, and other works.

The Minister for Justiee: Where have
hundreds of thousands of pounds heen spent
on foreshore reclamation?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOYXN: Foreshore ve-
clamations are costing about £1,000 a month,

The Minister for Justice: But you said
they were costing hundreds of thousands of
pounds.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOX: Who would pay
for all this if there was no producing com-
munity left? All this expenditure will bhe
of no value unless we have wealth producers
to pay interest and sinking fund upon it
Unless the Government are prepared fo give
more sympathetic consideration to the in-
terests and welfare of the wealth producers
of the State, we shall not be able to pay
for all this bheautifieation scheme within the
metropolitan area.

The Premier: Ask the farmers who have
been their best friends. Ask Boyle.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The answer to
that is, members who are sitting on these
henches.

The Premier: I will quote what be said
about your party.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: Recently, at
the invitation of the Government 1 had the
privilege of partieipating in a trip to the
North-West.

Mr. Lamhert: A periscopic expedition out
of a porthole.

Hon. P, D. FERGUSON: The trip was
efficiently organised by the Minister for the
North-West. It afforded us an opportunity
to meet local residents and get into foueh
with their leaders, the chairmen and mem-
hers of local governing bodies, not only aleng
the coast but for many miles inland. We
met members of local governing bodies who
came, I think, from nearly 200 miles inland.
We heard their point of view as well as that
of the members of local governing bodies
along the coast. As a result of that trip, I
have suggested to many of my friends that
if they want an interesting journey they
should go at all events as far as Carnarvon,
and see what has been done there in the way
of tropical agriculture. It is wonderful to
see the banauna and pineapple plantations
there. I have heard a lot of discussion as
to who should have the credit for this de-
velopment. Trom a close investigation ex-
tending over several years I have come to
the conclusion that the ex-member for Gas-
covne (Hon. E. II. Angelo) is entitled to a
lot of the eredit. He tried his utmost to
establish tropieal agriculture at Carnarvon,
and spent not only his fime but his own
money in doing so.

The Minister for Lands: Why did he not
suceeed 7

Hon. P, D. FERGUSON: He was un-
able to succeed because he did not possess
the necessary scientific and practical know-
ledze to ensure the success of his undertak-
ing. The men and women engaged in the
industry are entitled to most of the credit.

The Premier: How much money did he
put into it?

Hon. P, D. FERGUSON: The progress
that has heen made with tropical agrieul-
ture in that part of the State is a standing
monument to the present Minister for Agri-
culture. Although I would give 2 meed of
praise to the ex-member for Gascoyne, who
did his best, I acknowledge that the present
Minister for Agricuiture has done wonder-
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ful work in this connection. The district is
under an everlasting deht of gratitude to
him for what he has done. We also goi an
insight into the fishing industry at Shark
Bay. We were told that most of the pro-
ducts of that industry are sold in Melbourne.
At present we are consuming fish imported
from Scotland, New Zeaiand and Japan. We
had ample opportunity to sample the pro-
duets of the factory at Shark Bay. They
were s good as anything it is possible fo
get from any other eountry. The fish was
of tip-top quality and quite as good as that
whichk comes from Seotland. Surely we
ought to do what we can to give publicity
to this fact, and endorse the action of the
present Minister for TIndustrial Develop-
ment, who is deing his utmost te ensure the
local eonsumption of these eommodities to
a larger extent.

AMr. Lambert: After vou had eaten ban-
anas and fish, what else did you indulge in?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: We saw some-
thing of the cattle industry of the hinter-
land behind Derby.

The Premier: Do not go into details.

Hon. P. . FERGUSOXN: Tt is unfortun-
ate that the people of the Kimberleys are
not able, becanse of lack of capital, te go
in for the eattle industry on lines that would
appear to the ontsider to be desiralie. Along
the natural water frontages we saw that the
country had been eaten out, wherecas a few
miles away from water there was an abund-
ance of feed. If the beefl industry is going
to assume large dimensions in this eountry,
and the Kimberleys are the place where it
will have to be encouraged, something will
have to be done to provide finance for the
pastoralists to enable them to utilise the 1dle
country that is available, and to secure
better sales for  their products, so
that they may build up the quality of their
herds, without which they cannot compete
with other countries. It has been suggested
that we were only periscopic port-hole poli-
ficians on that particular tour. That is not
so. We had one trip of 150 miles from one
port to another. We saw the famous Roe-
hourne Plains, from which the whole of the
North-West was originally settled, and which
were opened up by that grand old pioneer,
the late Walter Padbury. I do not won-
der that he and suecceeding pioneers waxed
eloquent about the fertility pf the Roe-
hourne Plains, There is no doubt ahout
them on that score. If they only had the

wheatbelt rainfall, there would be no limit
to what eould be produced there. I wish
to express Iy gratitude to the Premier for
inviting me (o participate in that tour. 1
know it will be beneficial to me, and I
believe the whole trip will prove of service
to the North-Wesf. 1 have omitfed from
my remarks refercnce to matters concern- .
ing my own eleciorate. I have endeavoured
to discuss matters of interest to all seetions
of primary producers, and the State gen-
erally, 1 have tried to be fair to the Gov-
ernment in my eriticism, and have criticised
them where T thought they were entitled Lo
it, and have commended them where I
thought commendation was justified. T have
alse condemned the Government where T
thought thev deserved condemnation, and
unfortunately the econdemnation has out-
weighed the ecommendation. However, as 1
have not the slightest desire to be unfair,
I have endeavoured to be, and think I have
sueceeded in being, fair in my eriticism of
the Government. In eonclusion, T woula
like to express the hope that the session
npon which we are embarking will be fruit-
ful of good work for the people of tha
State generallv. T trust that hon members
will exhibit that spivit of sweet reasonable-
uess and compromise regarding the legisla-
tion to be placed before them which is
absolutelv necessarv if our labours are to
he ¢rowned with success.

On motion by 1Alr. MeLarty, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.17 p.m,

—_— _



